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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


~~ FRANCE AND GREAT BRITAIN. 

Extract ofa letter from the Paris correspondent of 
the London Morning Post. 

A courier arrived from London, and brought M. 
Guizot the news that the protocol for the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty for December 20th had been con- 
cluded at the foreign office, on Monday the 7th ult. 
by the representatives of the powers signing the 
treaty, at the formal demand of the French ambas- 
sador. Iam enabled to furnish you on good autho- 
rity, with the following circumstances which pre- 
ceded this diplomatic formality. 

About a fortnight since, M. Guizot commissioned 
M. de St. Aulaire to forward a note to lord Aber- 
deen, announcing to the cabinet of St. James that 
the political position of the French cabinet was such 
that M. Guizot would not be able to ratify the treaty 
of December 20th. The wish expressed by the 
chamber of deputies in the vote of February 24th 
was so precise and formal and clearly expressed, 
thatthe French cabinet would not dare to appear 
again before the chamber without having conformed 
tothe wish expressed in the Lefevre amendment. 
When M. de St. Aulaire gave this note to lord Aber- 
deen, his lordship replied to the French ambassador, 
thatthe British government would be compelled to 
return M. Guizot a note couched in the same terms 
as that which he had forwarded, and that M. Guizot 
had so far engaged himself to ratify the treaty that | 
it would be impossible for him to withdraw; for (said | 
lord Aberdeen), if M. Guizot had merely signed 
such a treaty with England, the affair would be less 
complicated, but M. Guizot had joined England in 
requesting the great northern powers to conclude the 
the treaty in question with France and England, 
consequently, if the French cabinet refused to ratify 
the treaty which ithad proposed itself to the great 
northern powers, they would havea right to reproach 
England for having joined France in a_ proposition 
Which France now refuses to accept, and thus England 
willbe compromised with the great northern powers 
inconsequence of the refusal of France to ratify the 
treaty. 

Lord Aberdeen than explained to M. de St. Au-| 
lire that the reply of the British government to M. 
Guizot’s note must necessarily contain a formal dis- 
approval of his conduct, and did not hesitate to say 
thathe should Jay this reply before the house of 
commons; for, (said lord Aberdeen), if M. Guizot 
thought to strengthen his parliamentary position by 
refusing to ratify the treaty, the English cabinet also 
must take measures for its own justification to the 
English parliament. His lordship then urged M. de 
St. Aulaire to withdraw the note which he would 
consider as not having been presented to him; and to 
inform M. Guizot, that the better way to avoid com- 
Plicating the question would be, to demand, in a 
simple note, without producing any reasons, that the 
protocol, should be closed, which had remained open 
lor ratification on the part of France. By simply 
demanding the closing of the protocol without as- 
signing any motives, M. Guizot would not have to 
fear any embarrassing reply from the English cabi- 
het, and the question would be thus cut short with- 
out any difficulty. 

_ M. Guizot followed the advice of lord Aberdeen 
0 Withdrawing his first note; and then, a week since, 
forwarded to the English cabinet another note, in 
Which he demanded, without assigning any exp!ana- 
ton, the closing of the protocol which actually took 
pees on Monday last. Thus the non-iatification of 

& treaty of December 20th is now forever con- 

‘ummated. It remains to be known whether the 

















I am able to inform you, that it is the intention of 
M. Guizot to abrogate them because the only chance 
of safety for the French cabinet is the abolition 
forever of the right of search. 

CANADA. 

A GREAT DAY FOR CANADA—OPENING OF THE Sr. 
Lawrence. The immense work, the ship canal, 
which connects the St. Lawrence with the Upper 
Lakes is completed, as will be seen by the following 
extract from the Kingston Whig of Navember 30. 

“This afternoon the inhabitants of Kingston were 
greatly surprised by the arrival from Cornwall of the 
beautiful and capacious steamboat Highlander, capt. 
Stearns. This steamboat was the first vessel that 
passed through the St. Lawrence Canal, which 
achievement she performed on Friday last. 

Although one of the largest steamboats afloat, the 
Highlander met with no difficulty in passing through 
the canal or locks. She left the mouth of the canal 
yesterday, and ascended the rapids between that and 
Prescott, with the greatest ease. 

When the city authorities heard of the Highland- 
er’s arrival, the acting mayor and corporation went 
on board in a body and congratulated capt. Stearns 
on the event. The authorities then invited the cap- 
tain of the boat, capt. Whipple, the managing pro- 
prietor, and such of the forwarding merchants as 
were present, to the British American Hotel, where 
lunch was prepared, during the discussion of which 
many complimentary toasts were drunk, and sev- 
eral good speeches made. The Highlander will 
depart on her return home on Thursday. 

Gov. GreneraL Bagor continues so much indispo- 
sed that itis presumed it will be necessnry for him to 
retire from official] station. 

PRUSSIA. 

Every friend of representative government and of 
limited rule will rejoice at the progress which the 
principles of such government are making through- 
out all civilized nations. That of Prussia in par- 
ticular offers a noble and heart-stirring example, 
which, like a mighty pulsation will carry its effects 
far and wide from the immediate impulse whence it | 
emanates. A Prussian representative deliberative as- 
sembly exists for the first time, and is carrying on 
its proceedings in Berlin; and what renders the insti- 
tution more graceful in itself as well as more im- 
pressive on the public mind there, is that it is notan 
institution demanded, but one voluntarily accorded | 
by the king; whose power, though absolute in fact, 
has been placed by himself under the restraints 
which his affectionate regards for his people have 
deemed necessary or judicious for the promotion of | 
their welfare and comfort. 

To understand this properly, it may be well to 
glance at the construction of this deliberative coun- 
cil. The kingdom of Prussia is an union of several | 
smaller states which have successively been added to 
the dominion of the House of Brandenburg. In each 
of these states (Staende) the provincial business has 
been carried on by representative members, but the 
whole being under the final control of the king. The 
advantage as well as the popularity of a measure | 
which should combine the wisdom of the states and | 
the power of the ruler in one system of legislation, 
was understood by the late king of Prussia, and it is 
now carried into execution by his wise and benevo- 
lent successor. The provincial governments, being, 
as we have said, representative, appoint their seve- 
ral committees from their distinct collective assem- 
blies, who are to repair to the capital upon being 
summoned by the king, and to form there a delibe- | 
rative national council. 

Two or three things however are observable with 
respect to this institution; first, it has not a charter 
of establishment, but simply appears as a present 











grace; not but that being once introduced it will es- 
tablish itself; and the manner of its origin has ail 
the character of a boon; secondly, the committees 
of states are called together, not for the discussion 
of general matters, nor to propose or forward the 
general legislation of the country, but expressly to 
be consulted upon specified subjects. In the present 
case those subjects are, 1. The details relative to 
promised reductions in the public taxes; 2. The es- 
tablishment of a comprehensive system of rail roads; 
3. The enactment of a law for the regulation of pri- 
vate rivers. By this limitation of business there is 





the representative privilege, whilst it avoids the 


shock of what might otherwise amount to a political 
revolution. 

If our view of the matter be correct, this new 
body is not intended to be subdivided, at least for the 
present; it is essentially a council, not an estate, and 
its powers will be effective just in proportion to its 
approach to unanimity. It is a noble and it is a pru- 
dent beginning of popular and constitutional govern- 
ment; it will tend to make the Royal house of Prus- 
sia still more deeply rooted in the hearts of the peo- 
ple, and so powerfully will it strike upon the minds 
of those who live in adjacent countries, as to hasten 
the coming of the time,—an inevitable consumma- 
tion—when representative governments shall be ge- 
neral, if not universal. 

The first meeting of the new Prussian assembly 
took place at Berlin on the 18th October; the mem- 
bers were severally introduced to the king, in the 
morning; thesession was opened by Count Von Ar- 
nim, minister of the interior; and the evening of the 
day was celebrated in a most magnificent manner, 
by a dinner given by his majesty to the members, 
concluding by their adjourning to the queen’s draw- 
ing rooms. Thus happily and wisely has popular 
government been introduced in Prussia; a sagacious 
monarch and his ministers will watch the “signs of 
the times,” and, promptly meeting or anticipating 
the desires of the people, thereby render more gra- 
cious the privileges which would otherwise be claim- 
ed in the progress of public opinion. 

[New York Albion. 
INDIA. 

Rumor says that Akbar Khan has fled with all the 
prisoners from Cabul to Bamecan, where he intended 
to confine them in an inaccessible fort nearly seventy 
miles distant. ‘The cholera had made its appearance 
among the British troops, and many had died. 

The accounts in England from Bombay by the last 
arrival, were to October Ist. It appears that the 
determination of the government to advance and 
again take possession of Cabul, even for a short time, 
had given general satisfaction. One object ap- 
pears to be the rescue of the prisoners in the hands 
of Akbar Khan. Gen. Nott left Candahar on Au- 
gust 10, and moved in the direction of Ghuzni and 
Cabul, 320 miles distant, with 7000 men, 21 cannon, 
8000 camels, and 40 days provision, forming a train 
12 miles long. Latest accounts left him 150 miles 
on the route. Gen. England, with the remainder of 
the troops at Candahar, 4000 in number, fell back in 


an opposite direction to Quettah 140 miles, where he 


arrived on August 26th, without having encountered 
any obstacles. ‘This force was escorted by Timour 
Shah, son of Shah Soojah, and is expected to remain 
at Quettah till 10th Sept., and then to descend in 
three divisions by the defile of Bolan, to the Scinde. 
Major gen. sir C. Napier, who left Bombay in Sep- 
tember, will then take the command in place of gen. 
England. Gen. Pollock had marched from Jellala- 
bad on August 20, and reached Gundamuk 30 miles 
distant on the 23d, where a depot of provisions was 
preparing, when this army would continue its route 
for Cabul, 50 miles of the road to which is through 
barren rocky mountains. They were expected to 
resume their march on Sept. 6. Prince Futteh Jung 
second son of Shah Soojah, made his appearance in 
the camp at Gundamuk cn Aug. 28th, attended by a 
couple of horsemen, Saving narrowly escaped from 
his prison at Cabij, where he was kept in confine- 
ment by Akboy, It was feared that the latter had 
removed bis English prisoners to Balkh or Bockhara, 
where ‘hey would be beyond the reach of rescue. 
Lord Elienborough arrived on Sept. 10 at Simla, 
pear Lahore, and it was thought that Shere Singh 
would be removed by him from the sway of the 
Sikhs, and the British substituted: this to be effected 
by the army under Pollock, on his return from Ca- 


bul. 
YUCATAN. 

The Mexican expedition that lately sailed for 
Yucatan, landed within a few leagues of Campeachy 
onthe Ist November. Merida papers of the 15th 
state that large bodies of troops had left that city to 
succor the beleaguered port. The expedition was 
accompanied by many of the female sex from Vera 
Cruz and its neighborhood for the purpose of be- 
holding their martial feats. 





a tacit assertion of the original power of the king, 





Wreaties of 1831 and 1333 will be maintained or not. 
Vol.X1lI—Sie. 16. 


Yucatanese spies, reported that the Mexican ce 


and thus the way is paved for a gradual extension of | neral Morales, was dangerously ill, and that the tra- 
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tor Valay, would probably be shot, for having given 
false information respecting the affairs of Yucatan. 

The Merida Siglo contains bulletins No. 1, 2, and 
3, of the Yucatan army, commanded by Colonei 
Gamboa. 

Bulletin No. 1, dated at Campeachy, November 
Jith, says: “‘The enemy being posted at Humul, 
about a league from Lema, sent a detachment to 
penetrate to the right of the road, but ourskirmish- 
ers made it take flight shamefully. Deserters from 
the Mexicans come in daily. Bulletin No. 2, dated 
at Campeachy Noy. 12: Between 8 and 9 o’clock 
this morning, the enemy were attacked at Humul, 
and completely routed by a detachment of the Yu- 
catecan troops under colonel Gamboa, who had only 
five men wounded. The loss of the Mexicans ex- 
ceeded 40 killed or wounded, besides many deserters. 
Bulletin No. 3, dated on the 13th inst. makes the 
Mexican loss the day before emount to 70 men and 
3 officers, besides a considerable number wounded. 

A despatch from General Lemos, commanding the 
Yucatan forces at Campeachy, states that six Mexi- 
can vessels of war, including two steamers, had an- 
chored off Lema. The Yucatecan gun boats had 
retired under the guns of fort St. Ferdinand. A 
detachment of 400 men had been stationed at St. 
Miguel to defend the road at ihat point. The rest 
of the Yucatecan army was encamped at St. Roman. 
Some deserters from the Mexican vessels and troops 
presented themselves in Campeachy on the 13th 

. instant. 7 
Private letters of the same date mention that se- 
veral deserters from the Mexican lines had joined 
the Yucatanese. They state that the troops of the 
Mexicans, consisting of about 4,000 men, were dis- 
gusted with the war. 


The schooner Freeland arrived at N. Orleans on 
the 2d inst. from Campeachy, having left that city on 
the 23d ult. The N. Orleans Bee says: ‘We learn 
from letters received by a gentleman of New Or- 
leans, that a general engagement has taken place 
(since the battle of Humul), a short distance from 
Campeachy, in which nearly the whole Mexican and 
Yucatan forces were opposed to each other. The 
Mexican army drew off after a loss of two hundred 
killed and wounded. The Yucatanese loss was one 
hundred and fifty in killed and wounded. This en- 
gagement was considered so far decisive as to es- 
tablish the opinion that the Mexicans could not sub- 
due Yucatan with the force they have now in the 
field. 

The city of Campeachy had not sustamed any es- 
pecial damage from the bombardment of the Mexi- 
can fleet. 

The steamer Champion and the schooner Anna 
Maria, the latter owned by J. W. Zacharia, esq. of 
New Orleans, had been captured by the Mexican 
navy, in attempting to enter the port of Campeachy. 

ENTRAL AMERICA. 

The British have raised the blockade they were 

maintaining at St. Juan de Nicaragua. 
AFRICA. 

The brig Atlanta, Capt. Brown, arrived at Phila- 
delphia, has brought the Liberia Herald to the 21st 
of October. 

Capt. Simes, of the American barque Roderick 
Dhu, made an attempt to punish some of the natives 
who massacred the crew ofthe Mary Carver. He cap- 
tured one of the ringleaders, who is now in custody 
at Cape Coast Castle. After he was taken, he ac- 
knowledged his participation in the crime, and that 
he shared largely in the plunder. 

Credit is due Capt. S. for detaining the culprit, and 
the readiness he showed in furnishing the evidence 
in his power. 

Capt. Brown, of the Atlanta, was most brutally at- 
tacked by some natives at Selbra Croo, where he had 
gone to land boards and rice, from Cape Palmas, for 
the Presbyterian mission. He was knocked down, 
and considerably injured; by the aid of a few friends 
among the natives, he was saved. The natives are 
very troublesome, and the constant presence of some 
public vessel is required; though it is reported that 


four brigs of from 18 to 28 guns, two steamers with 
four carronades and a 68 Paixhan each, and severai 
schooners. 
ens 18 Said to be a sloop of war, mounting 24 guns. 


The force of the squadron will be a 50 gun frigate, 


The only force possessed by the Hayti- 


As the Spanish government seems to have taken the 
insult of the Haytiens much to heart, the result of 
the expedition wall be looked for with Thterest. 
TEXAS. 
There appears to be no doubt now of the loss of 
the Texan schooner of war San Antenio, in the furi- 
ous gale of the Sth and 7th of September. She was 
last seen off San Louis on the 2d September and has 
never been heard of since. She was built in Balti- 
more, was a very fine vessel of 140 tons, mounted 
seven twelve pounders and had acrew of 57 persons, 
all told. 
Her officers were Wm. Seegers, lieut. com. of 
Mass.; Alexander A. White, Ist Jieut. N. ¥., Mon- 
roe Dearborn, 2d do. Alex. D. C.; Wm. F. Moury 
master, Norfolk, Va.; P. H. Earl, surgeon, Ga.; W. 
T. Brenham, Purser, N. O.; T. H. Odell, N. Y. mid- 
shipman; Wm. HI. Allen, N. Y.do., James 8S. Mabry, 
Ky. do. Col. T. N. Wood, of Tuscaloosa, Ala. was 
on board as passenger. 


“MEXICO—CALIFORNIA--NORTHWEST 
COAST OF AMERICA. 


The president’s message very agreeably con- 
firmed reports which had just reached us, of the 
adjustment of part of our claims against Mexico, 
and of the satisfactory progress of negotiations in 
relation to the remainder. A wear, of course, is 
no longer apprehended. The extreme sensitive- 
ness evinced in some directions at what was certainly 
prudent precaution in our executive, in relation to 
the disposition of the disposable forces of the coun- 
try in the prior condition of affairs, will now no 
doubt subside, as the proof of their pacific disposi- 
tion is manifested. 

If Rumor were not too sportive a jade to be cre- 
dited, we are not only to have peace with Mexico, 
but according to the authority of letters from the 
city of Mexico, inserted in the New Orleans Tropic, 
we are likely to have California ceded to the United 
States in settlement of the balance of our claims 
upon that republic. This, if true, would be no trifl- 
ing addition to our possessions upon the Pacific. 
The peninsula of California extends from lat. 21° to 
lat. 32° N., a ridge of lofty mountains extending 
from north to south along its centre. 
width, from the ocean to the head of the gulph of 
California in Jat 32° N., is about 150 miles. North 








Its greatest | 


California extends from the peninsula of California | 
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entire change of officers at Monterey, and jp f 
that there will be a thorough change throughout " 
Californians being ejected and Mexicans put jp Sn 
places. The powers that yet be, appeared to ta 
very calmly, and would no doubt go out with 
struggle. 

The following letter from an intelligent 
tain, returned from the Pacific ocean, was 
several months ago: 
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Ma 
Sir: Thinking it may be interesting a stone 
to you to know of some of the late operations oe 
resent plans of the British Hudson’s bay compen: 
in the North Pacific ocean, I beg leave to present te 
your notice some facts in relation to the same Q ; 
which have come to my knowledge from the 
observation, or from sources entitled to the fy)) ; 
credit. ™ 

All that extensive line of coast comprehending 4, 
Russian possessions on the northwest coast of Am ; 
rica, from Mount St. Elias south to the latitude of 54 
deg. 40 min. north, (the last being the boundary jing 
between the Russian and American territories.) to, 
gether with the sole and exclusive right or Privilege 
of frequenting all ports, bays, sounds, rivers, g; 
within said territory, and establishing forts and trad, 
ing with the Indians, has been leased or granted } 
the Russian American fur company to the British 
Hudson’s bay company, for the term of ten year 
from January, 1842: and for which the latter are ty 
pay annually, four thousand fur seal skins, or the ys. 
Jue thereof in money, at the rate of thirty-two gh). 
lings each—say £6,400 sterling, or $30,720. 

In the above named lease the Russians have, hoy. 
ever, reserved to themselves the island of Sitka, op 
New Archangel; in which place, you probably fe 
aware, the Russians have a large settlementthy 
depot and head quarters of their fur trade with the 
Fox islands, Aleutian islands, and the continental 
shore westward of Mount St. Elias. All the trading 
establishments of the Russians lately existing 4 
Tumgass-Stickene, and other places within said te. 
ritory, leased to the Hudson’s bay company, have of 
consequence been broken up. Thus the Hudson 
bay company, not content with monopolizing the 
heretofore profitable trade of the Americans, of Sup. 
plying the Russian settlements on the northwest 
coast, have now completely cut them off also frog 
all trade with the most valuable fur regions in the 
world. 


Whether the arrangements made between the Rus 
sians and English, above alluded to, are conform 
ble to the treaties existing between the United States 
on the one part, and those nations respectively o 


Boston, 





to the United States territory of Oregon, in lat. 42° 
N. 


having, it is said, some of the best harbors. North 
California is yet an almost unexplored region. Santa 
Fe, with which our traders occasionally communi- 
cate from St. Louis, by caravans, has been the west- 
ern limit of our intercourse in that direction and is 
situated not far from the borders of North California. 

To balance the rumors of this region being trans- 
fered to the United States, another rumor reaches us 
at the same time, though from a different direction, 
that a British squadron now in the Pacific is on its 
way to take possession of California for queen Victo- 
ria,—according to some secret provisions between 
Mexico and Great Britain. 

Meantime, it is most likely that Mexico has very 
little disposition to be so dismembered by either of 
those powers. She is at this moment making spirited 
exertions to reclaim her dominion over Yucatan; and 
all eyes are turned towards Campeachy, which, at 
the last dates from thence, was threatened by a Mexi- 
can army of five or six thousand men under general 
Morales. An action was fought on the 12th Novem- 
ber between the Mexican and Yucatan forces, in 
which, it is said, the former were worsted. Should 
the Mexicans triumph in this expedition, there is 
every probability that the victorious army will join 
the forces upon the borders of Texas, and once more 





the natives of Half Bereby, who heard the Vandalia 


was going to punish them, have declared they do not, 


fear an American man of war, and “should another 
unarmed yessel come along, we will take that too.” 
CUBA AND HAYTI. 

A letter from Havana of the 20th ult., published 
jn the New Orleans Tropic, states that an expedition 
has been fitted out at Havana against St. Domingo. 
It appears that the Haytiens some time since sent out 
a small armed vessel, which, after cruising about, 

ut into Porto Rico, where she was taken possession 
of by the authorities. The Haytiens, in retaliation, 
fitted out a corvette and captured several Spanish 
merchantmen. On receipt of this news a steamer 
was despatched to order the Spanish cruisers to re- 
air t6 St. John’s, Porto Rico, and the frigate Isabel 
J, and a brig were sent from Havana to join them. 


attempt an invasion of that republic. 

With the view of exhibiting the condition of affairs 
| in relation to our north western possessions, we in- 
| sert below several extracts that have relation there- 
to—in addition to which, may be noted the fact that 
the French government liave taken possession of two 
of the Marquesas islands in the route of navigation 
between the Panama and the Sandwich islands and 
East Indies, and are about to fortify them. 


for California. His name is Micheterreno. 





hourly expected. 


Hence both Californias embrace a sea coast on 
the Pacific of 20 degrees of temperate zone, and) 


A letter received in Boston, says the Advertiser of 
the 10th inst., dated San Diego, California, August 
28, reports the arrival there, on the day previous, of 
a brig from San Blas, having on board a new governor 
Three 
transports, with four hundred troops on board, sailed 
from San Blas, in company with the brig, and were 
It is added that there was to be an 


the other, I leave to your better knowledge to deter 
mine. 

With the doings of the Hudson’s bay company at 
Puget’s Sound and the Columbia river, you are doubt 
less fully informed; those, however, lately comment 
ed by them in California will admit of my sayinga 
few words. ; 

At San Francisco they purchased a large house, 
as a trading establishment and depot for merchan 
dise; and they intend this year to have a place of the 
same kind at each of the principal ports in Upper 
California. ‘I'wo vessels are building in London, it 
tended for the same trade—that is, for the coasting 
trade; and after completing their cargoes, to carry 
them to England. ‘These things, with others, give 


and tallow trade of the coast of California—a trade 


rican capital. 


creators and conductors. 


$15,000,000! 








footsteps to the possession of the most valuable po 
tion of country in the northern Pacific; and conside 


world must soon lower its flag. But, sir, 


















every indication that it is the purpose of the Hud 
son’s bay company to monopolize the whole hide 










which now employs more than half a millien of Ame: 


At the Sandwich Islands the company have a large 
trading establishment, and have commenced engag 
ing in the commerce of the country, with evident de 
signs to monopolize it, if possible, and to drive of 
the Americans, who have heretofore been its chief 


I have veen informed by one of the agents of the 
Hudson’s bay company, that the agricultural and 
commercial operations of the English at Pugels 
sound, Columbia river, California, and Sandwich 
islands, are carried on, not actually by the Hudson's 
bay company, but by what may be termed a branch 
of it—by gentlemen who are the chief members and 
stockholders of said company, and who have ass 
ciated themselves under the firm of Pelly, Simpso% 
& Co., in London, and with a capital of more than 































Seeing these companies, then, marching with iro 





ing, too, the immense amount of their capital, th 
number, enterprise, and energy of their agents, a 
the policy pursued by them, great reason is org 
fear that American commerce in that part ed el 
it is to 0° 
hoped that our government will soon do something * 
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apital, “ United States Ship Dale, 
agents, at Wu: Panama Bay, 23d Sepiember, 1842. 

is there WE" Uliam C, Bryant, esq. 

art of 7 _ Editor New York Evening Post. 

, it rte J tre SIR: The United States ship “Dale,” Cap- 
ymething ‘homas A. Dornin, arrived in this bay on the 
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— : thereby destroy the source from which now 


‘the western world. 
that desirable object you have done much; and every 


friend to his country, every person interested in the 

ommerce of the Pacific, must feel grateful for the 

yaluable services rendered them by you. With great 

respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. PRICE. 

Hon. Lewis F. Linn, Senator of the United States, Wash- 
ington. ‘ 

In relation to the rumored increase of accessions 
that Great Britain was disposed to make upon our 
frontier in that quarter, the N. Orleans Picayune 

come time ago published the following: 

Tux Cauirornias. Much importance was at- 
tached, and very justly, to rumors brought from 
Mexico by the Virginia Antoinette, three or four 
jays ago, that the English had purchased from Mex- 
ico a good portion of the provinces of California. 
The constant accessions made by England to her 
erritory in North America, of course excite much 
attention, and no slight degree of alarm. This Cali- 
fornia purchase, however, is no new affair. The 
facts of the case are these, as we glean from cor- 
rect sources of intelligence. 

The debt due from Mexico to English bondholders 
has been calculated at about £10,000,000 sterling, 
the interest upon the original debt having been, for 
come time, unpaid. In April, 1834, it was proposed 
to the bondholders, through Messrs. Lizardi & Co.; 
the authorised agent of the Mexican government, 
{hata new consolidated fund, at5 per cent. should 
be created, into which the former debt should, in 

art, beinvested. The more important terms upon 
which this was to be effected were, that the bonds 
issued at 5 per cent. should, with the interest due on 
them, beestimated at par, and those issued at 6 per 
cent. with the interest due, at 1125 for every 100. 
The new bonds were to be taken for one-half of the 
existing debt. The other half was to be discharg- 
ed by land warrants for land in the departments of | 
Texas, Chihuahua, New Mexico, Sonora and Cali- 
fornia, at the rate of 4 acres for one pound sterling. 
The warrants: were separately not to be for less 
than 400 acres, nor for more than 10,000 acres of 
land. 

In August, 1837, the English bondholders accept- 
ed this offer, subject to certain modifications of the 
terms, relating to the portion of the debt to be dis- 
charged through the land warrants. For this por- 
tion of the debt, it was proposed, that deferred 
bonds should be issued, upon which interest should 
commence, to be payable October 1, 1847, which 
should be receivable in payment of lands in the de- 
partments of Texas, Chihuahua, New Mexico, So- 
nora and California, at the choice of the purchaser, 

aud that for the payment of the whole debt, one- 
sixth part of the custom-house duties of the ports of 
Vera Cruz and Tampico, should be irrevocably ap- 
propriated. ‘The Mexican government also propos- 
edto hypothecate 100,000,000 acres of land in the 
departments mentioned, for the payment of the 
whole debt. It was onthe other hand asked, that it 
should, in addition, hypothecate 25,000,000 of acres 
having the nearest communication with the Atlantic, 









































bonds, At the same time, it was agreed by the 
bondholders to observe the law of April 6, 1830, 
Prohibiting foreigners to settle on the lands adjoin- 
lig on those states or territories belonging to the 
country of which they are citizens. In June, 1839, 
Santa Anna, then president ad interim, assented to 
the modification of the terms originally offered, add- 
ing, “that the government would take heed, in con- 
orbity with the 6th article of the agreement, that 
td lands on the frontiers should be granted to the 
tubjects of the border states, in the event of any 
onds falling into their hands, which they may be 
‘irous to exchange for lands.” In virtue of this 
areement, the English bondholders may obtain, in 
jlifornia and elsewhere in Mexico, twenty million 
‘ acres of land, at the sum expressed, for the half 
the debt, or five millions due them. 
he reported bargain, which has probably at- 
ae attention just at this time, is probably some 
“ arrangement, based upon the stipulations we 

mentioned. 


[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE EVENING POosT. | 
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ls . 
t instant, from Callao, (tLe Port of Lima,) in 


— 
= the British settlements in the Oregon terri-|ard, and Alberto Griffith, came passengers in the 
tory, a0 ; t i ' Dale, on their way tothe United States,—the former 

te the most dire evils to American interests in | as bearer of despatches, and the two latter on account 
In the endeavor to bring about | of ill health. 


We sailed from Callao 7th instant, in company 
with the frigate United States, (Commodore Jones’ 
flag ship,) and sloop of war Cyane; but we separat- 
ed from them, and bore up for this port, on the 7th 
day out. Just previously to our departure, two Bri- 
tish ships of war, the razee Dublin and the sloop of 
war Champion, sailed from Callao on secret service.— 
Of course, this mysterious mevement of Admiral 
Thomas, elicited a thousand conjectures as to the 
destination of his squadron; the most probable of 
which seemed to be, that he was bound for the north 
west coast of Mexico, where, it is surmised, a Bri- 
tish station is to be located, in accordance witha 
secret convention between the Mexican and English 
governments. And it is among the on dits in our squa- 
dron, that the frigate United States, the Cyane, and 
the Dale, are to rendezvous as soon as practicable at 
Monte Rey, to keep an eye upon John Bull’s move- 
ments in that quarter. 

The establishment of a British post at that point 
would be so hazardous to the peace and security of 
our frontier, and so manifestly detrimental to the 
interests of the whole union, that commodore Jones 
doubtless conceives he would be derelect in the dis- 
charge of the responsible powers vested in him by 
the government, were he not to use every means 
within the scope of his command to frustrate, if pos- 
sible, so dangerous an encroachment on the western 
border of our territories. It is certain we are to 
make a very brief stay here, and are to sail hence 
for Monte Rey, where we expect to mect the flag 
ship and the Cyane. 

The squadron rendezyoused in the harbor of Co- 
quimbo, (Chili) in July; and after a few days relax- 
ation for the crew, sailed thence on the 28th day of 
that month. During our run down to Callao, a great 
variety of sea manceuvres and fleet evolutions were, 
by direction of the commodore, performed by the 
different ships. These performances were highly 


this amount from the total of payments made, and 
we have $4,235,052 11 as the amount paid during 
the year towards the ordinary current expenses of 
the year—all of which, however, have not yet been 
paid. The post master expresses the opinion that 
the receipts will cover the expenses of the year. 


-_—— 


NATIONAL FINANCES. The annual report 
of the secretary of the treasury was communicated 
to congress on the 15th inst., and will be inserted in 
our next number. i 

The receipts, ascertained of the three first quarters 
and estimated of the fourth quarter of the year, in- 
cluding loans and treasury notes, amount to $34,- 
502,000, besides the balance on hand of $230,000. 
The expenditures including $7,856,400 for redemption 
of treasury notes, amount to $34,503,000. 

The estimated receipts of the half year ending Ist 
July next, including loans and treasury notes to 
amount of $5,538,000, is $14,588,113. 

The estimated expenditures of same period, $10,381,- 
186, of which $605,000 is for interest on debt and 
treasury notes. 

The receipts of the fiscal year ending Ist July 1844, 
are estimated at $18,850,000, under existing enact- 
ments. 

The expenditures for the same period, $20,945,498. 

The balance remaining in the treasury on the 30th 
June 1843, is estimated at $3,731,369. 

The balance remaining in the treasury on the 30th 
June 1844, at $1,635,871. 

The secretary states, however, that since this re- 
port was prepared, the expenditures of the fourth 
quarter of the present year, it is ascertained, will 
fall considerably below his estimates, and consequent- 
ly the balance in treasury will be more than he sup- 
posed. 


THE ARMY. 


In the an nual report of the secretary of war, just 
communicated to congress, and which our read- 
ers will find inserted at large in this number, it will 





interesting to all, and especially instructive to the 
younger class of officers. Indeed, the commodore 
seems, notwithstanding he has so recently assumed 
the command, to have rendered his squadron a ‘school 
of practice,” from which even officers of high grade 
have derived instruction. American vessels of war, 
on this station, have seldom, if ever, been put through 
such.a series of sea evolutions, or been so thoroughly 
exercised in squadron. 
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TREASURY NOTES. The amount outstanding, 
as reported by the treasurer on the Ist December, 
1842, consisted, 

Of those issued prior to 31st January, 

1842, $3,764,789 88 
Of those issued under the act of 31st 
January, 1842, 

Of those issued under the act of 3lst 
August, 1842, 


4,995,049 74 
1,219,054 89 





Total $9,978,894 51 


CONGRESSMEN. Wm. R. Hasersnam, Esa. 
representative in congress from Georgia, died at his 
residence in Habersham county, Geo., on the 2d inst. 
Those members who were detained upon their 
journey by the accident of the stage upsetting, men- 
tioned in our last, have all recovered so as to be able 
to reach the seat of government. 


POST OFFICES, POST MASTERS, AND 
POST ROADS AND MaiLs. The post office establish- 
ment of the United States now has 13,733 post mas- 
ters, besides their clerks and agents and 2343 contrac- 
tors. The estimated expenses for the current year 





to amount to as’ much, the whole ot which is under 
the control of the post master general. 

According to the report just made by that officer, 
the amount of transportation for the year ending 30th 
June, 1841, was 34,996,525 miles, at a contract cost 
of $3,159,375. For the year ending June 1841, 34,- 
935,991 miles, at a contract cost of $3,057,796. 

Expenditures for the year ending 30th June 1842, 
were, in the report of last December, estimated at 
$4,490,000, and the receipts at $4,380,000. So far 


amount to $4,627,716 62—and the receipts arising 
from postage amounted to $4,546,246 13—the expen- 
ditures exceeding the receipts by $81,470 49. 

But included in the above expenditure is the sum 
of $392,664 51 paid during the year, in virtue of an 
appropriation from the public treasury, towards dis- 
charging the amount of debt due from the post ofhce 





€ . sere ‘ 
. Lieutenants William Green, Burritt Shep- 


be seen that that officer is progressing with the or- 
ganization of his department according to the deter- 
mination expressed by congress at their last session 
towards the economy which a peace establishment 
is susceptible of. 

By the act of August, 1842, the rank and file of 
the army was directed to be reduced 3,920 men,— 
leaving a regular force authorised by law, of, ; 

717 commissioned officers, 
17 storekeepers, 
950 enlisted for ordnance service, and 
7,590 non-com’d officers, musicians and privates 
20 chaplains and schoolmasters, and an ord- 
nance sergeant for each military post; besides, 
clerks, forage masters, wagon masters, &c. employ- 
ed from time to time. 

The reduction of the army to the above numbers 
is, by said act directed to progress gradually, and be 
principally accomplished by suspension of enlist- 
ment—expirations of terms of service—deaths, &e. 
Under this process the present force of the army is 
stated to be, 

781 commissioned officers; 

9,847 non-commissioned officers, musicians, artifi- 
cers and privates; 

947 enlisted ordnance men; 

Being 847 less in aggregate, than was reported last 
year, and 1,970 more than the law contemplates to 
be retained for the regular peace establishment. 

By a law of last session, the annual fiscal year for 
the war department, was changed, so as in future to 
commence on the Ist July, and estimates were direc- 
ted to be made for the present year to meet that al- 
teration. Accordingly the treasurer has submitted 
two estimates,—one to the 3d June, 1842, and the 





amount to $4,520,000, and the receipts are expected | 


as the expenses have been audited and paid, they | 


‘other for the year commencing the Ist July, 1843. 
| Estimate of expenses for the army pro- 

per for first half of the year 1843, = $553,586 88 
Do. for the year commencing July 1843, 3,204,586 60 
The appropriations for the same pur- 

poses for the year 1842, amounted to $4,284,669 

The secretary expresses the confident belief that 
the present military establishment, including the 
military academy, may be maintained at a cost not 
exceeding $3,100,000. 

This estimate, however, does not include the ex- 
penses of the appropriations for ordnance, ordnance 
stores, small arms and equipments distributed to the 
states, nor for the engineer service, erecting fortifica- 
tions, &c. ‘For ordnance, &c., according to the se- 
eretary’s estimates, $775,200 will be required for the 
year commencing Ist July, 1843. 

For the engineer department he asks for the en- 
suing eighteen months $1,245,500. The amount ap- 
| propriated for 1842, was $278,000. The preserva- 
‘tion of works already commenced, he remarks, 


} 





department, incurred prior to April 1841—-deducting ' makes this addition indispensable. 
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The whole amount of his estimates for 

expenses of the half year to Ist July, 

1843, for military services, . $620,949 78 
Do. for the year ending Ist July, 1844, 4,144,154 80 

These estimates are exclusive of sundry topogra- 
phical and civil expenses, which, under the charge 
of the department of war, do not belong to the army 
proper,—such for instance, as light houses, improve- 
ment of harbours, rivers, surveys, &c. 

PENSIONERS. 


The appropriations for pensions for the 
year 1842, was $730 000 
The estimate for the first half of 1843,are 119,340 
do. for the year ending Ist July, 
1844 697,650 
This diminution is predicated upon the deminu- 
tion of pensioners, there being now 1,496 less in num- 
ber upon the pension roll, than in the last annual re- 
port. The whole number on the roll at present is 
25.035. of whom 2,662 are invalids. It is supposed 
that of these 18,074 approximates the actual number 
now alive, as that was the number, that were paid 
during the first and second quarter of 1842. 


INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


The expenditures are regulated by treaties, &c., 
and the estimates for the first half of the year 1843, 
including all that becomes payable during 1844, a- 
mount to $791,484 49 

During the year ending Ist July, 1844 850,978 00 

Several important treaties with Indian tribes have 
been concluded during the year. That ‘with the 
Wyandots acquires very valuable lands in Ohio; 
that with the Senecas settles a very vexatious dis- 
pute and acquires their titles to valuable lands in the 
state of New York; that with the Sax and Fox 
Indians acquires ten millions of acres in Iowa. 
The Chippewas relinquish fifteen millions of acres 
in Michigan and Wiskonsin. 


UNSETTLED ACCOUNTS. 


The secretary further reports, that in the ofiice of 
the second auditor, there are 57 accounts presented in 
1841, and 815 presented in 1842, which remain un- 
settled—in all 872, being 300 less than in the last an- 
nual report of that officer. 

In the office of the third auditor, 294 of the ac- 
counts presented in 1840;—345 of those presented in 
1841, and 840 of those presented in 1842, remain un- 
settled—total, 1,479, being 335 less than reported in 
his last annual report. 


tonness has increased the deep distress felt for his 
loss by his numerous and warmly attached friends 
and messmates. 


dence near Port Deposite. 


home squadron, com. Chas. Stewart, will sail ina 
few days from N. York ona winter cruize. 


Rio de Janeiro, aftera tedious passage of upwards 
of three months from New York. 
ed in the Herald runs thus: 


—_ 
a, 





Every exertion is being made by the civil authori- 
ties, but no trace has yet been discovered of the per- 
petrator of this horrid deed. 
The deceased received three stabs with a knife in 
the left breast; one of which pierced his heart, caus- 
ing instant death. His mortal remains were interred 
this morning in the American burial ground with the 
usual military honors. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, CHAS. W. MORGAN, ? 
Commander-in-chief of the United States 
Naval forces in the Medilerranean. 
Cart. Davin Conner, U. S. navy, former naval 
commissioner, and recently appointed to the head of 
the bureau of construction and equipment, we re- 
gret to learn, is Jaying dangerously ill at his resi- 


The U. S. Razee Independence, fiag ship of the 


U. S. ship Columbia. This ship has arrived safe at 


A letter publish- 


U. S. ship Columbus, Rio de Janeiro, Oct. 26, 1842. 
About six o’clock on the evening of the 23d, we 
came to anchor in the harbor of Rio, having been 


days. We have been for two months on an allow- 
ance of sometimes (wo, but oftener three quarts per 
man of water per day; for the last twenty days we 
had neither pork, beans, bread, molasses, vinegar, 
and were on half allowance of rice, so that none of 
us, officers or men, had anything to eat but salt junk, 
rice and cheese. All the time we were out we had 
but one severe gale, and then all hands were “on | 
deck.” 


Commopore Barron. The pensioners at the Na- 
val Asylum at Philadelphia, on learning the inten- 
tion of Com. Barrow to retire from the command 
of that institution, immediately addressed that vene- 
rable officer a letter, in which they solicited him to 
alter his determination if ‘consistent and compati- 
ble” with his personal convenience. They add that 
this request is made with “hearts overflowing with 
intense gratitude and high respect.” 

The commodore, in his answer, which is credita- 





The secretary asks for additional clerks to enable 
him to get through this tremendous mass of deferred | 
claims; every day’s delay makes it of course more | 
difficult to adjust them—or to obtain sufficient vou- | 
chers, &c. 

The accounts of the disbursing agents of the In-!} 
dian department, the secretary says, “defy any | 

owers of the executive officers to bring them to a | 
close’’—and he asks, therefore, for legislative inter- 
ference. 


ee 


THE NAVY. 
Extract of a letter from captain Kearney, of the 

United States ship Constellation: 
U. 8. ship Constellation, Macao Roads, June 26, 1842. 
Dear sir. 1 send you a bag of letters for the United 
States, and I request you will, on arriving there, re- 
ort the East India squadron—the Constellation and 
aesina-> in Macao Roads; that the officers and crews 
of both ships have been attacked with colds and fe- 
vers, but at this time, under a favorable change of 
weather, the sick list is much reduced—all the cases 
have readily yielded to medicine, and no case has 
proved fatal or are in any way likely todoso. The 
ships will sail in a few days from Macao, and after 
visiting the seat of war in the north, will proceed 


ble alike to his head and heart, and to the profession 


absent from the city of New York ninety-eight |, 


. Pucks ee 
mediate state matters some of them are lengthened 


out into extensive disquisitions upon the Principles 
and tendency of the great national questions that agi. 
tate the union. The new district and apportionment 
subject forms one of the chief matters in them q)), 
Those of the governors of Ohio and Virginia may be 
justly commended for their reasonable and satis(a¢. 
tory brevity. Others are heavy with the great bur. 
thens that seem to oppress their several e€Xecutiye 
heads. 


—_———— 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The senate of this state, on the 6th inst., passoq 
the following resolutions; the first by a vote of 10 to 
2—the second by a vote of 9 to 3. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representa. 
tives in general court convened, That the congress 
of the United States are not authorised by the cop. 
stitution, to pass any act, distributing to the states 
“the proceeds arising from the sales of the public 
lands,” or that arising from the sales of any other 
description of property belonging to the U. States, 
and that the adoption of such a system tends to jm. 
poverish the treasury and creates a necessity for the 
imposition of additional taxes upon the people, al. 
together unnecessary, if this source of revenue was 
applied to‘4he general charge and expenditure of 
the U. States.” 

Resolved, Tha this legislature hereby dectine to 
receive that portion of ‘tthe proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands,” assigned to the state of New 
Hampshire, agreeably to the actof congress, enti- 
tled ‘tan act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands and to grant preemption rights, 
approved Sept. 4, 1841,” and that our senators in 
congress be instructed, and our representatives re. 
quested to use their best exertions to have the same 
applied ‘‘to the general charge and expenditure of 
the United States; and that they be requested to 
lay these resolutions before congress. 





SOUTH CAROLINA. 
James H. Hammonp was on the &th inst. elected 
governor of this state. 





TREATY OF WASHINGTON. 


——« 





We continue our extracts from foreign presses in 














to which he has been attached throughout a long 


order to exhibit their tone in relation to the negotia- 


life of usefulness, states that circumstances will not | «jon, concluding with a jeu d’ esprit, from the Londou 
permit him to remain in conimand of the institution. | Punch. 


The concluding paragraph of his letter is as fol: | 


lows: 

On taking my leave of you, I cannot forbear to 
say that witha few exceptions, your conduct has 
been so very exemplary that I confidently indulge 
the belief, that as a body of temperate old seamen 
you stand unrivalled. With every feeling of my 
heart deeply interested for your happiness, | bid you 
adieu. God bless you all. 





NATIONAL INSTITUTE—Transrarion. To 
the secretary of the National Institute at Washington. 
| Private correspondence of the minister of state for 
the department of war and marine. 

National Place, Mexico, Nov. 3, 1842. 

My pear str: Availing myself on the kindness of 
Mr. Brantz Mayer, secretary of legation of the Unit- 
ed States, | send to you for the mineralogical cabinet 
be the National Institute at Washington three boxes 

containing minerals and beautiful crystalizations from 
Guanajuato, which the institute will receive asa 
proof of my profound gratitude for the honor it has 





home by way of the Sandwich and Society Islands, | 


California and Valparaiso. 

The ships are full provisioned and manned, and so 
far as American commerce is concerned, all is safe 
and under the best footing in the Chinese seas. 

Wishing you a short and pleasant passage, I am 
very respectfully, yours, L. KEARNEY. 
To capt. Lovelt, of ship Huntress. 


Mipsuirman J.S. Patrrerson. The following let- 
ter, detailing a most atrocious assassination, is pub- 
lished in the Madisonian: 

U. 8. ship Columbus, Mahon, Oct. 20, 1842. 
To the hon. 4. P. Upshur secretary of the navy: 
The melancholy duty devolves upon me of an- 


nouncing to the department the untimely death of 


assed midshipman John Smith Patterson, of the 
Enited States navy, acting master of the frigate Con- 
gress. : 

This officer was assassinated on Friday evening, 
the 28th inst. about 11 o’clock, in the town of Mahon, 
while on his return to the ship. 

This foul and cruel murder has been committed 
without any known provocation, and its very wan- 


conferred upon me by placing me on the list of its 
corresponding members. Iam, sir, your most obe- 
| dient servant, 

| GENERAL JOSE MARIA TORNEL, 

| Minister of war and marine. 


| 
| = 





STATES OF THE UNION. 


From an article in the London Evening Star, ef Oct. 31 
After ably repelling the unwarranted attacks of 
the Times, the Chronicle, and other tory papers on ou 
institutions, the Evening Star says: 

“This war has burst out since Lord Ashburton re 
turned from America with his finger in his mouth, 
and Boz well knew how to minister to the bitter an 
ti-American prejudices which our privileged orders 
so deeply feel, but which they are rather afraid 
openly to express, as they know that a war will 
America would, in all human probability, put an end 
forever to their whole machinery of plunder aud 
peculation at home. ; 
“But it might be instructive to inquire on what 
evidence do these Threadneedle street philosophers 
pronounce the degeneracy of the American people, 
|and the failure of their republican institutions’ 
these sturdy republicans are such monsters as te 
Times, Boz, &c., represent them, and their instil 
tions a failure, what intellectual and physical sig 
of the facts do they present? During the preset 
year, we have seen two remarkable instances ol ines 
great intellectual superiority and moral power, ove 


tain. Ac 
| Their representative at the court of St. Clow 
| General Cass, by one effort of his capacious intellect ‘s 
'to atoms the Quintuple treaty, which our states 
spent months in cooking up in Downing street. - 
scattered its broken fragments to the winds, at i 





ginia, Ohio, Missouri, Arkansas, Indiana, and Illinois 





documents from other states. 





The press of national documents precludes that at- 
tention to the proceedings of the legislative bodies of 
the states and the messages of their several governors, 
which their space in the public prints seems to de- 
mand. They may hereafter obtain a more full refe- 
rence than our pages can at present allow. Since 
the reception of the president’s message, we have had 
presented those of the governors of N. Carolina, Vir- 


and until the middle of January we shall continue to 
have them in succession with their accompanying 
Besides their own im- 


very moment when we fancied that the comment 
of the civilized world was under the surveillavce® 
British naval officers. Our statesmen have sr 
pocket the mortifying defeat which they thus yet 
ed from the superior intellect of the Americ 
statesman who represented his country at the = 
of France. This single fact is a sufficient refutati? 
of the vapid libels of Boz, and the stipendiaries® 
the money changers. 

“The correspondence between Lord pi 
and Mr. Webster at Washington, is another ot 
evidence of American superiority. There ne 
even the most prejudiced, but must admit — a 
titled representative of British royalty and 1}¥° he 
needle street political economy, was 4 pigmy ™ oc 
‘hands of a giant, when he grappled with the 0%" 


Ashburto 
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the combined mind and moral force of Great Brey 
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ecretary at Washington. Lord Palmerston had | 
‘apy eavalierly, and with rather insulting noncha- | 
pe declared that Great Britain would exercise the 

night of search, no matter to what nation the ship, 
belonged; and when Lord Aberdeen came into office, 
he reiterated the same; now behold the disgraceful 

position we have been placed in. 

«Mr. Webster boldly tells Lord Ashburton what 
Gen. Cass told M. Guizot, that the American govern- 
ment would never tolerate the exercise of such a right on 
the part of Great Britain, and Lord Aberdeen now, in 
the face of the threats of Gen. Cass and Mr. Web- 
ster, virtually abandons the whole ground which he 
and Lord Palmerston assumed as an unquestionable 
right. The French minister, following up the pow- 
erful argument of Gen. Cass, will soon put an end 
to the exercise of the right of search by Great Bri- 
tain—already Lord Aberdeen has conceded the prin- 
ciple—and our statesmen are in the disgraceful posi- 
tion of Sawney, after being detected on his way to 
rob an orchard—‘‘going bock agen.” While Great | 
Britain has thus, in eight months, exhibited two sig- | 
nal instances of intellectual inferiority and pusillani- | 
mity, these degenerate mericans have achieved over | 
ys two mental triumphs, not inferior to their memo- | 
rable capture of Lord Cornwallis at York Town, | 
sixty years ago, and the destruction of Lord Paken- | 
ham and our army before New Orleans, in 1815. 

“This is the evidence of American degeneracy | 
which our money changers wail over. ‘To people 
accustomed to think and trace effects to causes, such | 
evidence would lead to the conclusion that universal. 
suflrage, untaxed knowledge, and frequent elections 
were producing in America, a nation, which for in- 
tellect, enterprise, arts and arms, and universal com-| 
fort, had never been equalled.” 


can § 


| 








PUBLISHED CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN LORD ASHRUR- 
TON AND MR. WEBSTER ON THE BOUNDARY QUES-!| 
TION. 

From the London Punch. 
Letter I. 
Lord Ashburton to Mr. Webster. 

Siz: Lam a very old man, and have come out to; 
the United States for the sake of peace and quiet-| 
ness between England and America. My private 
opinion about the boundary question is, that there is 
a considerable quantity of gammon on both sides, to 
say nothing of the enormous amount of spinnage 
that has been the result of the yarns which former 
negotiators have been spinning. Diplomacy is all 
my eye, and perhaps, sir, if I added Elizabeth Mar- | 
tin, [shold not be going too far in my description 
of it. 

I think, sir, it would be almost as pertinent on 
my part to inguire of you whether your mother | 
knows you are out, as to ask whether the country is| 
to be done out of a large portion of territory, which | 
is fit for nothing at al! but to grow thistles; and as 
such I willingly give it up to produce food for the 
American citizens. 

In my conference with you, I believe I distinctly 
stated that I came out for the sake of peace; and | 
though Iam instructed to stick up for the right of | 
fishing for oysters in the St. John’s river, 1 do not) 
say | may not make a concession on this pdint, if the | 
comfort of the- natives is an object with your gov- 
ernment. I must, however, distinctly declare that I 
cannot resign the right of looking at the mile stone 
on the boundary road; and this point lam the more 
resolute pon, because I think you told me it was to 
you a matter of indifference. If I was mistaken, 
pray let me know, and I will reconsider the matter; | 
but, if I understand you rightly, and you do not ob-| 
ject to the concession, then, sir, let me tell you em- 
Phatically that the honor and dignity of the great 
nation I represent must be maintained; and I shall | 
adhere resolutely to the right of visiting the mile} 
stone alluded to. 

Permit me to repeat, sir, that I ama very old man, 
ard am determined on peace; for it would ill be- 
come me, at my time of life, to assist in, promoting 
Warfare, 

With assurances of my distinguished considera- 

lion, lam, sir, your obedient servant. 

ASHBURTON. 





Letrer IL, 
From Mr. Webster to Lérd Ashburton. 

The undersigned, in the name of the American gov- 
frament, accedes to all that Lord Ashburton éx- 
Presses his readiness to give up, while the under- 
‘igned consents to nothing that Lord Ashburton re- 
quires, (Signed, ) DANIEL WEBSTER. 

Lerrer III. 
. _ Lord Ashburton to Mr. Webster. _ 
hey Your note is so far satisfactory that it agrees 
SY eoncessions on the part of England, and your 





Obliging intimation that you consent to nothing, | am 


a a ne Be em + ee 


extremely grateful for. If, sir, you will only let}; The Véetional says:‘*This door, then, isclosed for ev- 


me know the heads of a treaty, it shall be drawn up; 


for Lam a old man, and peace, as [I said before, is | 


my object. If I misunderstood that you would con- 
cede on the question of the mile stone, be so good as 
to set me right. And believe me, with renewed as- 
surances of rather more distinguished consideration 
than I expressed in my last letter, your obedient ser- 
vant, ASHBURTON. 
Letrer IV. 
Mr. Webster to Lord Ashburton. 

The undersigned will consider any treaty drawn 
up by Lord Ashburton on the basis already under- 
stood between the undersigned and Lord Ashburton. 

(Signed) DANIEL WEBSTER. 
LETTER V. 
Lord Ashburton to Mr. Webster. 

Sim: The treaty is now ready for signature, and 
though I must insist upon the extreme justice of all 
Task, yet as I now ask for nothing, there can be no 
further ground for difference. I shall return to my 
own country with the full conviction that I have done 
nothing inconsistent with what, at my time of life, 
could have been expected; and as 1 came out with a 
determination to maintain peace, I have fully accom- 
plished the object of my mission. 

I have several books of arguments, proving the 


_ justice of all the English demands, but as those de- 


mands are now relinquished, it would be useless to 


trouble you with any of them. 


I remain, sir, with accumulated assurances of my 
most distinguished consideration, your very humble 
and obliged servant, ASHBURTON. 
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From the National Intelligencer. 
Paris, Nov. 15, 1842. 

In my rapid epistle of the Ist instant I mentioned 
to you that a certain number of American gentlemen, 
residents and visiters in this capital, were preparing 
a valedictory dinner to general Cass. I was not a 
party to the affair, in any way; it took place on the 
lith instant, and some of the company informed me 
that the entertainment was excellent, good-humor 
universal, and order perfect throughout. 
printed circular inviting subscription, which [ receiv- 
ed, and from verbal statements, | inferred that politics 
would be wholly excluded; but I learn that the ad- 


‘dress of the estimable chairman emblazoned the 


general’s pamphlet on the British claim of visit much 
beyond its intrinsic desert and external effects, as I 
appreciate them, at the same time that I adhere to 
my original opinion of the propriety and usefulness 
of the publication. The general is said to have dwelt 
in his address on the menacing import of the Quin- 


tuple treaty for the liberties of mankind; but I know | 


not whether he accepted the credit meant to be giv- 


-en, of having defeated that portentous project. I 


learn that it is the intention of several leading mem- 
bers of the chamber to vindicate, early in the next 
session, that credit for the early unanimous vote of 
their body, by which the treaty was vetoed, and the 
ratification of it rendered impossible for the govern- 
ment before the pamphlet appeared, and from con- 
siderations and feelings entirely national and domes- 
tic. It is understood that the ratification, and, indeed, 
all further participation in the treaty, have been for- 
mally abandoned by the cabinet.- You may: find it 
worth the space to record some of the ideas just ex- 
pressed by the journals on this subject: 

The Courier Francais says: ‘*‘We admitat once that 
the cancelling of the protocol, and the consequent 
withdrawal of the signature attached by the French 
government to the treaty extending the right of 


/search, are a triumph for the chambers which had 


condemned that treaty. The treaties of 1831 and 1833 
may bring ona war between two allied nations, and, 
therefore, all prudent men desire their revocation.— 
Another circumstance, not less imperative, forces us 


tc endeavor to accomplish by ail means in our power | 


the abrogation of these treaties. When they were 
signed, England admitted no other means of repres- 
sing the slave trade than the right of search, which 
ought, she said, successively to extend to all nations. 
At present she has voluntarily changed the principle 
of her public rights in this respect, by making with 
the United States, for the suppression of the slave 


trade, on agreement which excludes the right of 


search, and substitutes for this dangerous expedient 
the plan of two squadrons acting in concert. Ia 
modifying her position England has modified ours.— 
She has virtually repudiated the principle of the 
treaties of 1831 and 1833 to adopt one of a contrary 
character. It is, therefore, our duty and our right 
to insist that France shall not be treated less favora- 
bly than the United States.” 


er; but there are stil] two open which must be closed. 
It is not sufficient now to restrict the limits of the 
right of search; it must be abolished. When the 
chamber palpitating and en masse, rose in favor of the 
amendment, which peralyzed the Britannic sallies of 
M. Guizot, it was not only the future that it was de- 
sirous of protecting—it was desirous also of falling 
back on the past. It did not seek alone for guaran- 
tees; but also for reparation. England has formally 
renounced in favor of the United States a principle 
which Europe has been weak enough to adopt. M. 
Guizot, in short, in order to obtain the closing of the 
protocol, could only found his application upon the 
formal and imperative manifestations of the cham- 
bers and of the country. And is not the manifesta- 
tion more energetic now than ever? The govern- 
ment, then, owes to itself, to the chambers, and to the 
country, to obtain from England, or to announce to 
her, the definitive suppression of the right of search 
— its interest in this affair is in accord with its duty.” 


The Siecle says: “The English journals have in- 
formed us that the result would have been very dif- 
ferent if the electors had given the slightest encour- 
agement to our minister of foreign affairs. We can 
easily believe it, and we are disposed to assign to the 
electoral colleges of France, as well as to the late 





From the | 


chamber, the honor of this satisfaction so tardily 
vouchsafed to the wishes of France. The sanction 
which the treaty concluded by lord Ashburton with 
|the United States has received in England gives an 
immense force to our opinion, and it is difficult to 
|suppose that the Britannic government should make 

it a point of honor to maintain with respect to France 
/under pretext of zeal for the interests of humanity, 
‘principles which she has thought fit to abandon in her 
i recent negotiations.” 





We are told, under the German head, that a repl 
‘to the pamphlet of general Cass has been distributed 
| gratis at Berlin, and the cost is charged to the British 
government. I should suppose it to be Prussian 
_work, if any official hand is in the matter, and for 
the purpose of invalidating Mr. Wheaton’s pamphlet, 
which was better known at Berlin. The king of 
Prussia, you know, is one of the philanthropic alli- 
ance. A paragraph of a complimentary strain, ‘goes 
the rounds” of the Paris gazettes in relation to the 
departure of general Cass. It ends in these terms: 
\“*we think that the arrival of the general in his own 
'country will considerably increase the chances, al- 
‘ready great, of his candidateship for the office of 
| president.’? Your notes of preparation for the mighty 
struggle sound from many quarters, even to this dis- 
tance. I do not wish the head of any man, for whom 
[entertain personal sentiments so friendly as those 
which I sincerely profess for the general, ever to lie 
so ‘uneasy’? as that wearing the American crown 
must ever do, by whatever party or majority it may 
be conferred. 


| At the lord mayor’s banquet at Guildhall, on the 
9th instant, Mr. Everett returned thanks for the di- 
plomatic corps in a short, terse, judicious address 
‘which is best reported in the London Times. He. 
'mostably and rightfully, pronounced the Ashburton 
treaty honorable and beneficial to both parties. We 
ihave heard different language from the legation here. 
| Supposing the terms of the instrument not the naost 
‘favorable for the United States, palpably and de- 
_monstrably, yet those who represent the American 
‘government, wheresoever and in this meridian in 
particular, should think it incumbent on them to put 
_the best aspect on the work and predict the happiest 
| results consistent with any degree of reason, realit 
‘and likelihood. I must write to you with frankness 
on every public matter, and, as [ always do, without 
| personal bias or individual reference. You will ob- 
serve in the speech of sir Robert Peel, at the lord 
mayor’s feast, this emphatic passage: 

“Our earnest wish is to cultivate the relations of 
peace, and to extend its inestimable blessings in 
|every way consistent with the permanent and com- 
| prehensive interests of the country. The object of 
our policy is to maintain the lustre of the British 
aris on every occasion on which an appeal to them 
may benecessary. The object of our policy is to en- 
courage the demand for labor, and to extend our 
enmenarcia prosperity. [Loud cheering.] The ob- 
| ject of our policy 1s to maintain the public credit and 
that character for public faith which no country can 

lose without losing also the main foundation of its 
| strength and stability.” 

Upon this text the London Morning Post, (high 
Tory) makes the following comments: 


“The only circumstance that calls for any parti- 
cular notice with regard to the speech, as bearine 
upon findncial questions, is to be found in the fact 
that the necessity of a strict observance of nationa! 
engagements is a moral that was enforced, and this 
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with more than ordinary eloquence, emphasis, and 
effect, in the presence of several diplomatic person- 
ages, who could not but have felt a consciousness, 
though perhaps an unpleasant because a humiliating 
one, of its justice. Mr. Everett, the American min- 
ister was present, and was doubtless made to feel 
acutely for the trespasses of the defaulting states of 
North America, as must have been the representatives 
-of such of the South American states as were at the 
entertainment also for the trespassses of those of 
the south. There were, however, but few of the 
number, and it must be-conceded to Mr. Everett 
that the debts of his country, which have been con- 
demned to the disgraceful sentence of repudiation, 
are not national debts at all, but more in the way of 
turnpike responsibilies so common in the local finan- 
cial affairs of this country, and -which are but’ too 
often suffered to be neglected, likewise to the great 
detriment of individuals. The money owing by the 
states of North America has, moreover, been well 
appropriated. It has, for the most part, been expend- 
ed in the completion of public works, such as docks, 
canals, and rail roads; not wasted in ruinous and 
useless wars, or on worthless employes and officials, 
as has been the ease ina majority of instances nearer 
home.”’ 

Here is more liberal views of the case than you 
find in any whig oracle. The Chronicle noticing the 
triumphant re-appearance of Mile. Celeste at New 
York, remarks that ‘Jonathan has no want of mo- 
ney for the encouragement of foreign actresses.” 
Fraser’s Magazine for this month, has a long, labor- 
ed, heavy, rancorous article on the Ashburton treaty, 
which article the Chronicle copies in extenso by in- 
stalments. All the obloquy before and during the 
session of parliament will fail. The political trou- 
bles in Canada would be enough to reconcile John 
Bull to the settlement with you, even if his affairs 
at home and in the east were much less dismal than 
whigs and tories and radicals describe them, respec: 
tively, from patriotic or party impulses. The lan- 
guage of the London Times, of the 7th instant, on 
the ulterior projects of the British armies in Affghan- 
istan and on the borders of the Indus, has produced 
a sensation, and many copious “leaders in the Paris 
press. The Ameers of Hyderabad are to be put 
down; the present chief of the Sikh country “made 
a subsidized monarch,” and his country placed under 
British management, and the whole Punjaub to be 
occupied. The Times adds: ‘The possession of the 
Punjaub and of the banks of the Indus will very soon 
enable the Indian government to make good any de- 
ficiency caused by the late expenditure of its finan- 
ces. We shall regulate the commerce of that noble 
river, the Indus, and form India into a compact and 
easily administered whole.” I enclose for you a 
translation of an autograph letter of the regent of 
Spain to a Spanish friend, which lies on my table. 
The pennmanship is bold, free and clear; the diction 
very good; the tone and sentiments do him honor, 
and all are his own. 


Translation of an autograph letter from the duke Regent 
of Spain to an eminent Spanish savant. 
Madrid, July 12, 1842. 

My pear Frrienp: I received with lively satisfac- 
tion your acceptable letter of the 18th ultimo. You 
- should not be surprised if our journals do not notice 
your fine book, because, unfortunately, they do not 
attend to what is most useful for our country. Ido 
not ascribe this so much to things as to persons. I 
can assure you that it affects me with regard to 
Spanish destinies, and that 1 am still more chagrined 
when I regard the condition of our youth, whom you 
seemed to understand so well when we conversed 
about their education and propensities. Nevertheless, 
I confide in Spanish regeneration. I trust that we shall 
renounce the superficial and futile for what is truly 
solid and beneficial; that we shall adopt the school of 
thinking men, who, like you, incessantly labor for 
the solution of social problems on which depends 
national welfare. Continue, my esteemed friend, to 
pursue your excellent plan and studies, and believe 
that the present indifference or apathy of the gene- 
rality of our countrymen is occasioned only by the 
unfortunate excitement of political and other irre- 
gular passions. J rejoice in perceiving that, in this 
capital, opinion about the government has under- 
gone no slight change in certain circles. The day 
will come when foreigners, and many who are not 
so, will see our affairs in the true light, and then 
will do me justice. | know the great reforms to be 
effected in our country, and I am not ignorant of the 
means of effecting them; but, let me repeat, that the 
excitement of the public passions is the great obsta- 
cle. I may hope that calm and reflection will come, 
and we Spaniards prove at last such as we ought 
to be. On this head, as every other, I will receive 
your suggestions with the frankness becoming our 
friendly relations, and be assured of the sincere 


friendship of BALDOMERO ESPARTERO., 





— 


—— ———— 
- the festivities were disappointed in being necessari) 

excluded. y 
_ The company sat down at 7 o'clock; when 4), 

chair was taken by the president of the day, R. G 
Beasley, esq. the respected consul at Havre, who Was 
assisted by Nathaniel Niles, J. B. Greene, and F P 
Corbin, esqs. as vice presidents. ri 


The only guest who was invited, excepting the gene. 
ral, the secretary of legation, and Mr. Lewis Cass ir 
was the son of the illustrious friend of Washington and 
America, George Washington Lafayette, who unfop. 
tunately was unable to attend. 


Ist toast. The president of the United States. 
2d—The king of the French. 

The president then addressed the company as {0}. 
lows: 

How has it come to pass, gentlemen, that I hayp 
been called to preside at this festive board, when | 
see so many around me so much fitter to occupy this 
chair? I doubtless owe this honor more to the par. 
tiality of some kind friends among you than to any 
merit of my own, and I have accepted it partly jy 
this belief, and partly induced by the occasion gy 
grateful to my own heart. Let me trust, then, tha 
if a friendly partiality has placed me here, a friendly 
indulgence will be extended to the deficiencies whic) 
I may here betray. 


It is needless for me to remind you, gentlemen, that 
we have come here, without distinction of party, to 
testify our affectionate respect for our distinguished 
guest, Gen. Cass, who has asked leave of our govern. 
ment to return home. 

His long long stay among us has taught us to know 
his value, and makes us regret the more our separa. 
tion—I will not say our loss, for all fellow citizens, 
all having the same home, we may hope to meet hin 
again. 

But, besides the respect and affection of his coun. 
trymen, General Cass has enjoyed not only the 
highest consideration of this court, but the gene. 
ral esteem of this community. Here then gep. 
tlemen, his absence will be felt and considered q 
loss. 


The post of minister at Paris or London is not 
sufficiently understood in our country. Our relations 
involving such a variety of interests, it is important 
that our ministers at these posts should be, like faith 
ful sentinels, always on the qui vive 


And American ministers are obliged to be on the 
alert in a degree far beyond the usual duty of the 
representatives of other powers, not only from their 
distance from home, but from the economical scale 
of our public service, which withholds those means 
and facilities that make European diplomacy com- 
paratively easy; and, gentlemen, from the latter 
cause, we have seen that the services of these two 
posts have generally impaired the private fortunes of 
our ministers; for—and | am proud to say it—they 
have not counted the cost to themselves of a proper 
representation of their country. 


These are posts, then, of difficulty, responsibility, 
and personal sacrifice. How General Cass has fill- 
ed his, need I ask you, gentlemen? I am sure I need 
not; for,#present or absent, you have all been atten 
tive observers of so important a representative ol 
your country’s interest and honor. 


Of the manner in which the ordinary duties of 
the office have been fulfilled, I believe, then, that 
here and elsewhere there has been but one opinion. 


But, gentlemen, not long since there devolved 
upon our distinguished guest an extraordinary duty; 
and as the performance of that duty, bringing him as 
it did beyond the line of diplomatic action establish 
ed by the usage of uld governments has brought him 
under observation, I shall take the liberty of briefly 
alluding to the occasion, confident as | am thatit 
was one most fortunate for his own reputation, most 
auspicious to our country’s welfare. 

It was an occasion requiring original conception, 
calling for original action; one where a timid mins 
ter, retiring within diplomatic usages, would have 
waited for instructions—would have hesitatec— 
would have lost the occasion of serving his county: 

But General Cass, gentlemen, was equal to the o¢- 
casion. He saw that, at such an emergency, his 
course of action was not to follow precedents a 
rules, however sanctioned by “time honored” usas" 

The general having made his arrangements to| These were well enough for governments on 
leave Paris on the 12th of November, the eleventh| guous to each other; but he was three ae en 
was fixed upon for the dinner, on which day upwards | miles from his instructions, and the case was ure at 
of eighty of his fellow countrymen sat downto oneof| He felt then that the case made its own ya Dee 
the most recherche entertainments ever provided at| his circumstances defined his duty; and he acepeotet 
the Trois Freres Provencauz. his duty with the enlarged view of a minister pi" 

It is much to be regretted, however, that the only | potentiary. bss Raw 
apartment almost in Paris that was proper for this} He saw France on the point of committing 














DINNER TO GENERAL CASS. 





BY HIS FELLOW CITIZENS ON HIS LEAY- 
ING PARIS. 
Communicated to the New York Courier and Enquirer. 


The recent departure of General Cass for Ameri- 
ca, after a long and honorable representation of his 
country at the court of France, was marked by one 
of the most gratifying testimonials of respect ever 
received from his fellow citizens abroad, by a diplo- 
matic agent of the United States. 


General Cass had won all hearts at Paris. His 
hospitable mansion was ever open—his fellow citi- 
zens found in him an ever ready friend and counsel- 
lor; his name was mentioned with delight and respect 
by the authorities of France, and there are few if 
any of our foreign representatives who have had the 
good fortune to deserve and receive the sentiments 
of high personal consideration so universally felt 
and expressed towards him. And his countrymen, 
too, knew and felt that inthe last crowning act al- 
most of his diplomatic life the general had done 
their native land a signal service. They loved the 


man; they admired the dauntless envoy of their com- 
mon country. 


As soon as it was known that he had determined 
to leave the post he had so long and so satisfactorily 
filled, to return once more to his home, it was the 
unanimous feeling of his fellow citizens in Paris that 
it was due to themselves to testify in some small de- 
gree their high regard to their minister; and a meet- 
ing was accordingly held at the American Atheneum, 
to consult upon what measures would most appropri- 
ately carry into effect their intentions. 


It was the general wish that a public dinner should 
be offered to General Cass, and a committee, consist- 
ing of gentlemen of all political parties, and from 
every section of the union, was accordingly appoint- 


ed, to correspond with him, and to make the proper 
arrangements. 


The committee met at once and addressed the fol- 
lowing leiter to the general: 


Paris, October 20, 1842. 

To his excellency General Cass. 

Dear Genera.. Your fellow citizens now in Paris 
having heard of your intended departure for the 
United States, and feeling a common desire to exhibit 
to you some evidence of their high respect and warm 
esteem, have appointed the subscribers a committee 
to invite you to partake of a public dinner at such 
time as may best suit your convenience. 


We have the honor to be, with sentiments of great 
consideration, your obedient servants, 
KE. T. Throop, A. S. Willington, 
J. B. Greene, Roffignae, 
F. P. Corbin, B. G. Wainright, 
Robert Ray, F. A. Lovering, 
F. C. Stewart, R. W. Bush, 
N. Niles, F. W. 8S. Coolidge. 
To which the following answer was returned: 
Paris, October 21, 1842. 
GENTLEMEN: I have just received your favor of 
yesterday, by which you make known to me that you 
are authorised as a committee of our countrymen in 
Paris, to invite me to a public dinner before my de- 
parture. [am very sensible to this kindness, and 
beg you to accept for yourselves and for the gentle- 
men associated with you, my thanks for this proof of 
their good feelings. I owe it more to their generous 
appreciation of my limited efforts to promote the 
cause of our country, and the convenience of our 
countrymen in a foreign land, than to any suc- 
cess I can flatter myself I have attained. It becomes | 
me the more readily to yield to their wishes, and [| 


therefore accept the invitation with which you have 
honored me. 


As you are good enough to leave to me to deter- 
mine upon the time, as soon as I have definitely fixed 
the period of my departure I will make known to 
you the day which will be most convenient to me, 
in the hope that it will suit also the convenience of 
yourselves and your constituents. 


With great regard, gentlemen, I have the honor to 
be your obedient servant, LEWIS CASS. 
To hon. E. T, Throop, &c. committee. 
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Se vgs 
relieved her government did not see the danger. He 
perefore felt bound to warn, and even protest. a- 

inst a step tending to disturb the peace of the two 
‘ the one our ancient friend and ally, 
the other our own, represented by him with plenary 

wers. Under such circumstances General Cass 


ort sean the professed objectof the policy in 
which France was going to become a party was well 
addressed to the ardent sympathies of a generous 
nation: but our minister saw its danger. He rang 
out the alarm; and after the tocsin was sounded— 
why then, gentlemen, every body saw the fire. 

Gentlemen, our distinguished guest is now about 
to withdraw from the diplomatic service, retiring 
upon the only pension known to our laws—the appro- 
bation of his fellow citizens. 

L2t us hope he will have no reason to be dissatisfi- 
ed with the pay. — + 

Let us trust it will be such, and in such measure, 
as we now mete out to him in the pride and fulness 
of our hearts. 

| thank you, gentlemen, for the patience with 
which you have listened to my humble voice on this 


occasion. 
Let us drink— 
94 toast. Honor to our illustrious fellow citizen, 


anda happy return to a grateful country. 

(Drank with great enthusiasm, and with three 
times three cheers. | 

Gen. Cass rose, and said in reply: 

| thank you, Mr. President, for the too kind senti- 
ments you have been pleased toexpress towards me, 
and I thank my fellow citizens, whose organ you 
have been, for the distinguished proof of their es- 
teem Which their presence and this occasion furnish 
me. It is a testimonial which I shall cherish as one 
of the proudest incidents of ‘a life of almost forty 
years devoted tothe public service, and chequered 
by many vicissitudes in peace and in-war. ‘his is 
its closing scene, and | now return to pass what re- 
mains to me of time in comparative obscurity. [am 


8 wellaware that during my career I have accomplish- 


ed little to deserve the consideration of my country- 
men at home, or the estimate you have been pleased 
toform of my services abroad. I can claim only the 
merit of good intentions, and that, fortunately, is a 
virtue so often found among our public men, as to 
render its absence a signal cause of reproach, while 
its possession is but the exercise of a duty. Events, 
towhich you have just alluded, called upon me re- 
cently to interpose, in the name of our country, by a 
decisive measure, to prevent the establishment of a 
maritime pretension which would have been as inju- 
rious to our interests in its execution, as it was in- 
sulting to our honor in its enunciation. This at- 





pass away, leaving unharmed the institutions of the 
country, and exhibiting but in bolder relief the 
strength of our political system, and the wisdom and 
energy of public opinion. And it is good, while we 
are here together in these old regions of rank and 
distinction, to recall one of the mosi beautiful traits 
in our whole system of government, of which l am 
myself a practical illustration; and that is, the per-* 
fect equality which is the very foundation of our 
constitution—an equality which opens all the aven- 
ues of advancement to the whole community, and 
leaves success or failure to the exertions of each. 
That this principle should be dear to me you will at 
once believe, when I tell you that it is now between 
forty and fifty years since I crossed the mountains on 
foot, without patronage and without powerful family 
connexion, a young adventurer in that region, then 
so wild and solitary, now teeming with life and li- 
berty. And whatever services I have been able to 
render, and with whatever rewards these have been 
greatly overpaid, I owe all to this life-giving princi- 
ple—to this great test ard preservation of republican 
institutions. Still, my friends, there is obviously one 
want in our country; one lesson to be learned, which 
would do more to unite and to render us happy than 
any measure proposed by any party as a remedy for 
evils felt or anticipated; and that is, a just apprecia- 
tion of our own eondition—a deep-felt realization of 
the great blessings we enjoy—a conviction that the 
sun never shone upon a land more favored by Provi- 
dence, and that all those subjects of discussion which 
divide us, important as they are, never can justify 
the fierce animosity to which they often give birth, 
but that they sink into insignificance when placed in 
the balance against all that God has done for us to 
make usa happy people. This lesson is well learned 
abroad, by comparing what we have left with what 
we see around us, and I trust we shall carry it back 
with us as a precious acquisition, influencing our 
conduct and opinions for life. 

Permit me to conclude by offering you a sentiment 
in which I am sure you will all cordially join: 

“Our native country—Still nearer the further we 
are separated from it.” 

4th toast. The army and navy of the United States. 


Sth. The memory of Washington. 
6th. The memory of Lafayette. 
7th. Peace with all nations, entangling alliances 


with none, for any end, holy or unholy. 

8th. The sovereignty of the seas, common to all 
nations, but exclusive under every flag. 

The dinner went off with great eclat, and the com- 
pany separated at an early hour, bearing with them 
the recollection a most delightful and agreeable even- 





pleasure—the necessity of bidding adieu to him 


tempt to gain the dominion of the seas has failed, as! whose guests they had so often been, and who now 


every similar attempt will, I trust, hereafter fail. An 


asserting the just claims of his country. 
find a response, as I have done, in the hearts of his 
countrymen, and a reward -in their approbation, 
which government can neither give nor take away. 
We, who have put the ocean between ourselves 
and our native land, can, in my opinion, best appre- 
ciate the blessings which Providence has conferred 
upon our beloved country. Without seeking.to de- 
cry the institutions of the old world, or to describe 
ls condition as worse than it is, no American can 
fail to be struck by the immense superiority in all 
the elements of human happiness which our confede- 
rated republic presents over the eastern hemisphere. 
He who leaves our shores for a residence abroad, 
and does not return a wiser and a better citizen, will 
have looked upon life with as little wisdom as profit. 
he questions, social and political, which agitate 
hese large and densely settled regions, are questions 
of life and death. Antagonist principles are in con- 
lact, liable at every moment to break into fierce ac- 
lion, and which in their operation may, and probably 
Will, affeet the whole frame of society. Changes 
may come, which can only be produced by desperate 
ttugsles between those who hold and those who seek 


‘© power; between those who have much and those | 


Who have nothing; between want and misery striving 
ee nen ae wealth and power striving for de- 
‘ se 3 appily for us this state of things is unknown 
nt : reaps he We are, indeed, divided into parties, 
bemnedin perhaps is one of the conditions of the pre- 
fectant | of freedom. But we have no organic dis- 
pte by Which classes are createu and maintain- 
va : have no physical misery nor political oppres- 
cote one portion of the community against 
ha of » and to teach it to seek relief in the destruc- 
ate del eta Pani ar é 
Seeeees ae with a zeal which proves that all are in 
of “in and that they result from honest differences 
th ou, respecting persons and principles, and 
calm Hes, unfortunately, with a bitterness which 

patriotism may deplore, But, after all, they 


| ‘| and for the last time was theirs. 
American representative encounters little hazard in| . 


He will! 





. POLITICS OF THE DAY. 


GEORGIA LEGISLATURE. 

The committee on the state of the republic, in the 
Georgia house of representatives, to whom was re- 
ferred that portion of the message of his excellency 
the governor, relative to the preamble and resolutions 
of the legislature of last year, transmitted to the 





dress of the hon. John M. Berrien, have reported a 
preamble and resolutions calling upon the said hon. 


political views and feelings of Georgia, inasmuch as 
they are opposed to a national bank, the distribution 
of the proceeds of the sale of the public lands. the 
abolition or modification of the veto power, and a ta- 
riff of protection, ali of which it seems were advo- 


Georgia, issued just before the general election, and 
intended to operate on the results. This preamble 
and resolutions were to be considered on the follow- 
ing day. 





oe 


LETTER FROM COLONEL BENTON. 
Washington City, Dec. 9, 1842. 


i 


| Messrs. Brain & Rives: A movement of some of | 
| my friends in Missouri, which was intended asa 


mere compliment to me, and a mere expression of 
ltheir individual opinions, has brought upon mea 
great deal of trouble in the shape of a cloud of let- 
ters from all parts of the union, calling upon me ‘‘to 


ing, and with but one circumstance to modify their | 


Georgia senators in congress, and to the recent ad-! 





| 
| 
| 


eated by Mr. Berrien in his address to the people of | 





247 


tions on the presidential question, or any other. My 
conduct has shown me to be for Mr. Van Buren for 
the presidency, and against myself for any place 
whatever, except the one [have; and with this de- 
claration, J hope my correspondents in all parts of 
the union will be satisfied, and will consider their in- 
quiries fully answered. Yours, respectfully, 
THOMAS H. BENTON. 


—— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
New York, December 10, 1832. 

My pear sir: You must have observed since your 
arrival at Boston, that_you have been recommended 
in many of the public fapers in different parts of the 
United States as a candidate for the chief executive 
office of the republic—and particularly that you were 
nominated to that office at a large democratic meet- 
ing at Harrisburg, on the 21st ultimo. 

The manner in which your nomination is mention- 
ed by some of the whig papers, is such as to excite 
a suspicion among those who do not know you, that 
you favor whig principles, and some have said that 
your views on a national bank are identical with 
those of the whigs. 

I know that there is no ground for such suspicions, 
and that you are entirely willing that your views upon 
those subjects should be known to all parties. From 
the long and friendly relations which have existed 
between us, before as well as during the time we 
were fellow members of the cabinet of president Jack- 
son, and ever since, I take the liberty of asking from 
you such explanation of your views upon these sub- 
jects, as shall be entirely satisfactory to your politi- 
eal friends. With the highest respect and esteem, 
{am your friend and humble servant, 

MAHLON DICKERSON. 
To general Lewis Cass. 





New York, Dectmber 10, 1842. 
~My pear sir: I have received your letter of this 
day, and have no difficulty in giving you a prompt 
and unequivocal answer to the questions you present 
to me. 

I am a member of the democratic party, and have 
been so from my youth. I was first called into pub- 
lic life by Mr. Jefferson, thirty-six years ago, and am 
a firm believer in the principles laid down by him. 
From the faith as taught and received in his day, I 
have never swerved a single instant. 

So much for my general sentiments. 

With respect to a national bank, I think the feel- 
ings and experience of the country have decided 
against it, and that no such institution should be 
chartered by the general government. 

I will add, that my residence in France, and a 
careful observation of the state of that nation, have 
satisfied me that, while a due degree of credit is 


|highly useful in the business concerns of a country, 


a sound specie basis is essential to its permanent 
prosperity. With great regard, Il am-dear sir, trul 
yours, LEW. CASS. 
Hon. Mahlon Dickerson. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 








War department, Nov. 26, 1842. 
Sir: [have the honor tosubmit the following re- 
port upon the various subjects committed to the 


‘charge of this department: 
John M. Berrien to resign, as not representing the | 


The condition of the army, of the fortifications, and 
of the other branches of the military service, and the 
state of our Indian affairs, and of the pensions and 
military bounty lands, are exhibited, as presented in 
the copious and very satisfactory reports of the gen- 
eral-in-chief, and of the heads of bureaus, to whose 
immediate direction the respective subjects are as- 
signed. Such suggestions and recommendations as 
the good of the service seems to require, are made, 
and an account is given of the measures taken in 
execution of the laws passed at the last session of 
congress. 

Inspections and examination of the men and means 
provided for the national defence, by independent and 
responsible officers, afford the only means by which 
an accurate knowledge of their condition can be ac- 
quired, by which responsibility can be enforced, and 
by which judicious improvement can be effected.— 


During the last year they have been made rigorously 


and thoroughly. 


| define my position in relation to the next presidency.” — | 


|The number of these letters puts it out of my pow- 
to admit the conclusions which they imply; and, to 


| cannot do. 


| fore, never have to find it, or define it. [leave it to 





Posts and portions of the army that 
have not been inspected for many years, have been 


‘examined; the fortifications, the armories, arsenals 
'er to answerthem; and, not to answer, might seem | 


Our questions, indeed,| make a definition of my position, is a thing that I 


and depots of military stores, have been visited; and 
it is believed that but a very small portion of the ar- 
my, and no important military establishment of the 


l never change my position, and, there- | government has, during the year, escaped inspection. 


‘The information which the department is.thus enabled 


my conduct to tell what I am; and if that is not suf- | to obtain, and much of which appears in this report, 
ficient, Ido not think the use of phrases will help the | and those of the various bureaus is of the most satis- 
matter. J am no political enigma, and need no solu-| tactory character. 
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In pursuance of the act of the last session altering 
the fiscal year, the estimates of this department have 
been prepared for the first six months in 1843, and 
for the year commencing the Ist of July, 1843, sepa- 
rately. Those for the army proper, for the haif year 
of 1843, amount to $553,586 88. The appropriations 
for the same purpose for the service of 1842, amount- 
ed to $4,284,669, of which the half would be $2,142,- 
334. This very — reduction is owing to various 
causes; first, the diminished expenses in Florida, ef- 
fected mainly by the vigilance of brigadier general 
Worth before the cessation of hostilities; of which an 
account was transmitted to the house of representa- 
‘tives at its last session; secondly, the termination of 
those hostilities; third, the stopping of the recuiting 
service in August last; fourth, the doubt whether the 
state of the treasury would warrant even the expen- 
ditures authorized, particularly those in the engineer 
and ordnance departments, induced a suspension of 
many of those which could be suspended with the 
Jeast publie injury, and considerable balances in con- 
sequence remain; and fifth, a desire to economise, 
which is believed to have influenced all the branches 
ofservice. These, and other causes not so important 
have saved the expenditure of a large portion of the 
amount appropriated for 1842, and left it to be appli- 
ed to the service for the year 1843. 


of hostilities in Florida having been communicated to 
congress by your special message, during the last 
session, and the policy recommended having been 
sanctioned by that body, by its adoption of the peace- 
ful measure of inviting the occupation of the territo- 
ry by actual settlers, the number of troops serving 
there has been gradually diminished, leaving an ade- 
quate number to protect the inhabitants from the 
miserable remnants of tribes still remaining. We 
have advices that arrangements have been made with 
all but a very few of those Indians, for their remo- 
val to the west of the Mississippi or to the district in 
the southern part of the peninsula assigned them for 
their habitation. And it is believed that by this time 
all the bands north of that district have agreed to 
cease hostilities and remove there. Two or three 
instances of outrages have occurred since the orders 
were issued for the termination of hostilities, but they 
are ascertained to have been committed by bands 
who.were ignorant of the measures adopted, or of the 
terms offered. 

During the past year four hundred and fifty Indians 
have been skipped to the west, and it is supposed two 
hundred more have surrendered, and accepted the 
proposition to remove to the district assigned them. 
A force consisting of two regiments and four com- 
panies, amounting to sixteen hundred and forty-four 





The same desire to economise and adapt our ex- 
penses to any probable state of the treasury, has in- 
duced the very moderate estimate for the service of 
the army proper, during the fiscal year commencing 
July Ist, 1843, of $3,204,568 60; being $1,080,100 40 
jess than the appropriations for the same objects in 
1842 and 867,430 40 less than the expenditures in 
1840. It is confidently believed that the present mili- 
tary establishment of the country, including, all the 
expenses of the military academy of a permanent or 
contingent character, may be maintained at a cost not 
exceeding $3,100,000. This estimate does not, of 
course, include the appropriations for ordnance, ord- 
nance stores, small arms, and equipments, which are 
distributed among the states, or are accumulated for 
future use; nor does it include the expenditures“of the 
engineers in erecting fortifications or other military 
defences, or in the measures preparatory to such 
erections. It will be seen that no appropriations are 
asked for the ordnance service for ihe first six months 
of 1843. Those recommended for the fiscal year 
commenced Ist July, 1843, are $775,200. The ap- 
propriations for the same objects in 1842, were $921,- 
300. These have been reduced more inreference to 
the possible state of the treasury than to the actual 
wants of the service. In the engineer department 
the appropriations asked for the ensuing eighteen 
months amount to $1,245,500. The amount appro- 
priated in 1842 was $278,000. A portion of the es- 
timates is indespensable for the preservation of works 
already commenced—the residue is deemed necessary 
and it is believed that true economy will be consulted 
by appropriating it; but still it is not indispensable at 
this time. The whole amount of the estimates for 
the military service of the country for the first half 
year of 1843, exclusive of fortifications, is $620,949 73 
and (for fiscal year terminating July Ist 1844, is $4,144,- 
154 80. The estimates are thus stated to prevent, 
if possible, the misunderstanding which frequently 
charges to the military service all the expenditures 
of this department. ‘Thus, many of the estimates of 
the chief of topographical engineers relate to works 
either exclusively of a civil, or a mixed military 
and civil character—such as light-houses placed un- 
der his charge, and improvement of harbors, rivers, 
surveys, &c., and cannot, with propriety, be included 
among the military expenses of the country. 


The estimates for pensions are also very much re- 
duced from the amount appropriated during the last 
year, which is believed to be justified by the diminu- 
tion of the number of pensioners. The estimates for 
that object, for the first half year of 1843 is $119,- 
340, and for the fiscal year ending July Ist, 1844, 
$697,650. The appropriations for the last were 
$730,000. 


In the Indian department, the expenditures being 
regulated by treaties or by law, there is no room for 
the exercise of discretion in the reduction of their 
As there are chiefly made within the first 


amount. 
six months of any year, the estimates for that portion 
of the year 1843, is, in fact, for the service of the 
whole year, and amounts to $791,484 49, and those 


for,the fiscal year commencing July Ist, 1843, amount 


to $850,978, being however, nearly $150,000 less 
than the sum appropriated in 1842, for the same de- 
partment. This arises solely from there being less 
required to fulfil treaty stipulations for the purchase 
of fand. 
The report of the major general commanding the 
army shows the operations of the troops during the 
ast year, and the present position of the different 


men, is retained in Florida to afford protection to the 
inhabitants, and a sufficient number to garrison the 
posts will be kept there with a view to remove all 
apprehension. - 

The troops withdrawn from Florida have been 
stationed at points where their presence was essential 
to the defence of our western and northern frontiers, 
or have relieved others at similar points, who have 
been collected on the sea-board. Our artillery regi- 
ments had been drilled and employed as infantry, and 
were quite unacquainted with the duties of their pe- 
culiararm. Jt was deemed of great importance to 
bring together at the fortifications on the Atiantic 
frontier as many companies as possible, that they 
might there practice at the guns, and learn the exer. 
cise of garrison and field artillery. 


The invasion of Texas by Mexico, and the threat- 
ening appearances among some of the wild tribes at 
the south-west, rendered it expedient that a strong 
corps of observation should be placed near our 
southwestern boundary line, as well to keep the In- 
dians in that quarter at peace among themselves, as 
to check any disposition and prevent any attempts to 
engage in the conflict in which Texas was about to 
be involved. The dictates of humanity as well as 
our neutral relations with that country, demanded 
this course. These troops have remained on and 
about the Red river, and under their judicious com- 
mander, Gen. Taylor, have accomplished the objects 
in view. The troops are stationed at the different 
posts, as specified in an accompanying report of the 
adjutant general. 

It requires but a slight examination of the exten- 
sive line of frontier on the south-west, at the west, 
and in the north-west, exposed to any attack of the 
Indians which may be prompted by any unfriendly 
influences, or by supposed wrongs, to perceive that 
our present force is scarcely adequate to afford that 
protection, which, it is admitted on all hands, the 
government owes to its citizens, and especially those 
who, at its invitation, have occupied its remote pub- 
lic domain, and rendered it valuable to the whole 
country. The very nature of the service required, 
renders the employment of mounted men indispen- 
sable. The rapidity of their movements is the ele- 
ment which gives to us the advantage in any colli- 
sion with Indians; while the same circumstance wil] 
render unnecessary the numerous and frequent posts 
which such an extended line would require, if foot 
soldiers only were employed. It may be affirmed 
that true economy, as well as effective service, will 
be promoted by the continuance of at least the pre- 
sent mounted regiments, reduced, as the rank and 
file will soon be, to fifty men for each company. 
Concurring entirely in the views of the commanding 
general, it is earnestly hoped that the law which re- 


dragoons, on the 4th of March next, will, at least, 
be so far modified as to leave the time discretionary. 

The regular force, as now authorised by law, con- 
sists of seven hundred and seventeen commissioned 
officers, seventeen storekeepers, of whom fifteen are 
attached to the ordnance, and two to the purchasing 
department; two hundred and fifty enlisted men for 
the ordnance service, and seven thousand five hun- 
dred and ninety non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, artificers, and privates; twenty chaplains and 
schoolmasters, and as many ordnance sergeants as 
there are military posts. Clerks, forage masters, and 
wagon masters, are also employed in the quartermas- 
ter’s department, from time to time, according to 
the exigencies of the service. The act of August 





gorps. The reasons which demanded the cessation 





quires the dismounting of the second regiment of 


ens 9 
thousand nine hundred and twenty men. The reduc. 
tion is gradually proceeding, in the manner conten. 
plated by the act, and the excess, according to the 
last return, is 1970 men. It is supposed the preseyjj). 
ed minimum will be reached by the beginning of the 
year 1844. 

From the general returns of the army, accompany- 
ing this report, it appears that the whole number of 
troops now in service is nine thousand eight hundreq 
and forty-seven, consisting of seven hundred anq 
eighty-one commissioned officers, nine thousand six 
hundred non-commissioned officers, musicians, artif.. 
cers, and privates, and two hundred and forty-seven 
enlisted men of ordnance. The aggregate is eight 
hundred and forty-seven less than the number stateq 
in the last annnal report. 

The desertions have not been numerous, but an 
unprecedented number of men have been discharged 
by the judges#and courts (three hundred and eighty. 
eight between July 1, 1841, and October 31, 1849) 
principally on the ground of their being aliens. Tho 
state of the law on this subject has occasioned yar. 
ous constructions, perplexing to the officers charged 
with the duty of recruiting, embarrassing to the de. 
partment, and injurious to the government. It js 
very desirable that it should be rendered precise and 
definite. While on the one hand it is obvious our 
army ought not to consist of an undue proportion of 
foreigners, yet, on the other, the low wages offered 
constitute an inducement quite insufficient to the 
young men of our land, whose habits and enterprise 
enable them so easily to acquire the means of sub. 
sistence, and of independence, if not wealth, in the 
cultivation of the soil. Probably a middle course 
would avoid all difficulties, namely, allowing those 
to be recruited who are citizens, or who have taken 
the preliminary oath and initiatory steps to naturaii- 
zation. 

The report of the officer in charge of the ordnance 
bureau exhibits the very satisfactory condition of 
that most important branch of the service. Bya 
steady perseverance in the system of laying up, in 
the season of peace, those materials which require 
length of time to adapt them to use, and of fabrica- 
ting those articles which cannot be supplied on an 
emergency, we shall soon have at our command can- 
non, small arms, fixed ammunition, gunpowder and 
its component parts, toan extent commensurate with 
our wants. 


By the table exhibiting the apportionment of arms 
to the several states, under the act of 1808, for arm 
ing and equipping the whole body of the militia, it 
will be seen that, notwithstanding the efforts made 
by the departinent, and which are mentioned in the 
last annual report, several! states are delinquent in 
the returns of the militia. As these returns consti- 
tute the basis of the apportionment, the states which 
fail to make them are deprived of their just propor- 
tion of military supplies. It will be seen that New 
Jersey, Delaware, Arkansas, and Louisiana, have not 
made returns for periods varying from twelve to 
eighteen years. If the cause of these omissions be 
the want of militia organization in those states, It 
may be worthy of serious inquiry whether some 
measuites should not be adopted to remedy the evil, 
by withholding the distribution until returns ar 
made, or by the exercise of some other power vest- 
ed in congress. A reference to the same table will 
show an extraordinary disproportion between the 
arms alloted to several states and their respective 
population. Whether this arises from variant col 
structions of the law in those states, by which some 
return the number enrolled, and others the number 
mustered or inspected, or from some other cause, 
would seem to be worthy of an inquiry by congress, 
who alone can supply an adequate remedy. 

The state of the treasury, as this department Was 
advised by the proper authority, rendered it necessa- 
ry to withhold the expenditures of as much ol te 
appropriations, made at the last session of congress 
as could be suspended without great and manic 
injury to the public service. In reference to \’ 
condition of our foreign relations, and the quant 
ties of arms, cannon, and gun carriages, in our po 
session, it seemed that such suspension could ' 
place in the operations of the armories and arsena® 
with less immediate public injury or inconvenient’ 
than in other departments. Extensive repairs 3° 
became necessary at the armories. For a tm 
therefore, no work was carried on at either of them 
during the past season. Labor has now, howe‘< 
been resumed on a moderate scale, and instruction 
have been given to complete the muskets in {i 
course of fabrication, and to make five hundred xt 
fles, and five hundred percussion muskets, std 
month, for the ensuing six months. ‘The arse! r 
will be chiefly employed in the repairs of arms, ay 
in the manufacture of the iron work of gun oe a 
ages and military equipments. Our supply of heavy 


| 
ake 


Is, 





23, 1842, reduced the rank and file of the army three 


‘ ° at *{ at 
capnon being very good, it is not contemplated 
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nresent to purchase many of that description; but a) 
* cient number of large chambered guns to arm | 
our forts, wili be procured. And in consequence of | 
the adoption of the suggestion of the treasury de- 
artment, before mentioned, a large portion of the 
money intended for the service of the year 1842, re- 
mains unexpended; and any specific appropriations 
for the ordnance department, for the first six months 
of 1843, will be unnecessary. 

The estimates for the fiscal year commencing Ju- 
ly 1, 1843, are made upon a scale so reduced as to 
be warranted only by the possible state of the trea- 
sury- ‘The usual appropriations for the ordinary ob- 
‘ects of expenditure in this branch of service are as 
desirable now as at former periods; and it is believ- | 
ed that a mistaken economy only would dictate the | 
continuance of such reduced amounts, when the 
condition of the public finances will admit of what 
is demanded by our true interests. 

Lcannot omit to refer to the recommendation con- 
tained in the last annual report, for a national foun- 
dry, on a limited scale, at which the qualities of 
jron may be tested and ascertained, and models for 
ordnance may be fabricated. It is apprehended that 





ithe year will be seen. 


operations in that branch of public service during | 
The additional duties caused | 
by the act of the last session, transferring to that de-| 
partineut the business of the commissary of purcha- 
ses, have been undertaken, and so far successfully 
performed. ‘The termination of hostilities in Flori- 
da relieved a large number of assistant quartermas- 
ters from duty there, and placed them at the dispo- 
sition of this department, many of whom have been 
returned to their companies, still retaining their ap- 
pointments in the staff. The provisions of the ninth 
section of the act of July 5, 1838, render it ques- 
tionable whether they can be deprived of those ap- 
pointments without actual removal from office by 
the president. ‘The same remark applies, although 
not with equal force, to the assistant adjutants gene- 
ral, provided for by the seventh section of the same 
act. It must happen that the number of these offi- 
cers appointed in one state of circumstances, will 


ly expedient that the president should be authorised 
| to dispense with their staff services, and vacate their 
staff appointments whenever the public exigency no 
longer demands them. 





the great importance of such a laboratory to the 
eountry at large, as well as to the government, has 
not been sufficiently considered. 

It will be seen that some legislative provision has 
become quite necessary in reference to the lead 
mines and the mineral Jands. Under the existing 
Jaws, no alternative was left to the executive, but to 

roceed and lease the mineral lands reserved for sale. 
The difficulties of this course are detailed in the re- 
port of the ordnance bureau. The principal, if not 
the only cause of them, would seem to be the claims 
to those lands (in most cases utterly unfounded) by 
persons who have entered them for purchase at the 
land office, when they were not liable to entry, or 
by persons who have occupied them without any 
right or pretence of right. It is unfortunate that 
these persons constitute a powerful though not a nu- 
merous class, who are able to exact from the miners 
who bring ont the ore, a Jarge portion of their pro- 
duce, while they refuse to pay any rent to the U. 
States. Thus the poor, industrious, and very nu- 


merous body of miners, are oppressed, while the | 


‘The best and the most agreeable evidence that 
.could be furnished of the economy which has pre- 
| vailed in the disbursements, will be found in the cir- 
'cumstance that so much of the appropriations made 
vat the last session remain on hand, that $131,000 
| only will be required for the first half of the ensu- 
ing year; and the estimates for the fiscal year, com- 
/mencing on the first of July, 1843, are much below 
|those that have been presented and sanctioned by 
, congress for several years. 

| The measures adopted for putting in order Fort 


not be required in another, and it is therefore, high-* 


ree 


ne — ee 


Although, for the reas 


on before civen, it would be 
; ge ey ' 4 i} ¢} 
Impracticabie 10 notice all the works 


specified In tne 


i re | ort OF tne ectonel ot « puinecrs, \ ts rme of iL.iein 


seein to demand observation. 

The reason for the delay in the construction of the 
barracks and defensive works at Detroit and Buffa- 
lo, are stated by the chief engineer. As they were 
of a temporary character, and have now been over- 
come, these works will be vigorously prosecuted, so 
soon as the season will admit, and it is very satisfac- 
tory to know, without the necessity of any further 
appropriations, for the next eighteen months. 


The conclusion of a treaty with the envoy of Great 
Britain, by which a cession was made of the strip of 
land along the northern boundary of the states of 
New York and Vermont, which included the site 
heretofore selected at Rouse’s Point for a fort,ren- 
‘dered it expedient to suspend all operations in refer- 
ence to the two works on either side of the outlet of 
Lake Champlain, which had been contemplated in 
place of that of Rouse’s Point, when it was ascer- 
— that the latter did not fall within our boun- 

ary. 


The report of the board of officers, in May, 1840, 
presenting a connected plan of defences by land, es- 
timated the expense of a permanent work at Stony 
Point, on the New York side of the outlet, at $300,- 
000, and the same sum for a permanent work at 
Windmill Point, on the Vermont side. By the ces- 
| sion referred to, and which has now become ¢ mplete 
by the ratification of the treaty, these works have be- 
come unnecessary. As the existing appropriation 
will be sufficient for the present, immediate mea- 
sures will be taken to carry into eflect the design 





Jesup, in Louisiana, and Fort Atkinson; for estab- | 


lishing the new posts on the Marmiton river, and on 


or near the False Washita, and the operations at De- | 


| troit, Plattsburg, Fort Sullivan, Fort Adams, and at 
, various other posts, are detailed in the accompany- 
ing report of the quartermaster general. 

| I concur in his recommendation of appropriations 
for new barracks at Fort Gibson, and consider the 





/more than a reference to them. 
I deeply regret the necessity for again invoking 


reasons urged by him so strong as to require nothing 


of congress, by commencing the work at Rouse’s 
| Point. 
It is believed that the appropriation made in 1841 
| for the erection of defensive work at the junction of 
|the Matawanskeag and Penobscot rivers, in the state 
of Maine, can be better applied in the erection of a 
'fortat the Narrows of the Penobscot, and it is respect- 
| fully recommended that authority for that purpose be 
given. 

Although the state of the woris for the defence of 
|the harbor of New York is very gratifying, yet it 


country is deprived of the use of its own property, | the attention of congress to the dishonored pledge | should not be forgotten that they do not complete 
and of any equivalent for such use by others. The | given by the quartermaster general, in the name and | the system, and that, without such completion, they 


difficulty incident to the leasing lands of any descrip- by the authority of this nation, to the Creek Indians, ido not afford adequate protection. 


The fortifications 


tion, and collecting rents, by a government, is so | to remunerate them for their services in Florida, and | oy Staten Island, at the Narrows. are deemed more 


great, and is attended with so much expense and ha- 
zard of loss, that no essential benefit can be antici- 
pated from the practice. 


The tenure of land by short leases is so foreign to 
the genius of our institutions and the habits of our 
people, that it necessarily becomes somewhat odi- 
ous, and increases the difficulty. ‘To enable the go. 
vernment to obtain some value for these lands and 
mines, and at the same time to afford to the humble 
and comparatively indigent laborers an opportunity 
to acquire lots for sums within their means of pay- 
ment, and in quantities adapted to their means of 
working them, it is recommended that the reserved 
mineral lands in the north part of Lilinois and the 
territories of Wiskonsan and lowa be allowed to be 
sold in lots of ten acres each, at a minimum price of 
ten dollars per acre. It is represented that they are 
worth from twenty to fifty dollars per acre, depend- 
ing on their situations. Prior to such sales the claims 
to any of the mineral lands should be determined by 
a board instituted for that purpose, and the claimants 
allowed to enter and purchase the lands at the same 
minimum price in order of priority to be settled in 
the law or by the board. The interest of the United 
States in these lands and mines is of very great va- 
lue, and 1s endangered by delay in the proper mea- 
sures to secure it. At the same time, the prosperi- 
ty. and, indeed, the peace and quiet of the large 
number of citizens occupying the lands or working 


the mines, demand that their rights should be settled, | 


and their conflicting titles and claims adjusted. 
What may now be accomplished without difticulty, 


may hereafter, when the parties interested become | 


more numerous and more tenacious, be found im- 
practicable. The subject is therefore commended 
to the earnest attention of congress who can alone 
provide the necessary means for rendering justice to 
the government, to the claimants, and to the miners. 
These suggestions are not intended to apply to the 
mineral Jands in the south part of Illinois. 
character and nature of-the mines in that quarter 
are not yet sufficiently ascertained to enable us to 
aflix a price to them, nor is there as yet any conflict 
between claimants and cecupants to require the in- 
terposition of the government. A strong belief 
is entertained by the lessees that these mines contain 
large proportions of silver. Should such expecta- 
tions be realized, a different policy from that adopt- 
ed in respect to the lead mines may be expedient. 


The 


/as a considé@ration for their removal. The earnest- 
ness with which a gallant soldier pleads for the faith 
and honor of his country, and for justice to a-help- 
less tribe, who have no resort but to our own sense 
of right, it is hoped will not only be excused by the 
circumstances, but will find a hearty response in 
every bosom. 

The report of the colonel of engineers exhibits a 


the offices of that corps, and of the results of their 
labors. Notwithstanding the state of the treasury 





| erations during the past year, yet it will beseen that 
| many important works are in complete order, others 
in a condition to render effective service, and others 
very near completion. 
the reqtfisite collateral preparations, are complete 
for mounting 2,085 guns, at points most important 
for the defence of the sea coast. This may be said 
to have been accomplished substantially within the 
two last years 

No satisfactory account of the work performed at 


ble with the general design of this report. For this, 
reference is therefore made to very clear and ample 
statements of the chief engineer. lt will be seen, 


the public revenues, the estimates have been made 


gress and for the repairs of such as require therm. 
lt is hoped that the moderation of these estimates, 


ration of congress. More, perhaps, depends on the 
. . > , . . 

steadiness and regularity of the appropriations, than 

upon their large amouut. 


al defences, while the expenditures will operate 
most beneficially among the industrial classes of our 
fellow citizens, and add much to the means and the 
spirit of our internal trade. If then, what is not 
supposed to admit of doubt, and what this depart- 
ment will not suffer itself to question or to discuss, 
it is the determination of the government to place 
the country in a competent state of defence against 
foreign aggression, the present time would seem to 
be propitious for continuing the plan of fortifications 





In the report of the quartermaster general, the 


heretofore adopted. 


most gratifying account of the ability and fidelity of 


The arrangements, with all | 


the different forts, or of their present condition, can | 
be given, without a minuteness of detail incompati- 


with what cautious regard to the possible state of 
for continuing and completing the works now in pro- 


and the sound and just views by which they are sus- 
tained, will commend them to the favorable conside- 


Ata time when there is 
so little employment for labor, and it is so cheap, 
economy will be promoted by continuing our nation- 


|. 
‘important than the opposite forts Hamilton and 


| Lafayette. The United States have expended more 
|than $15,000 in erecting the works on Staten Is- 
‘land, upon land belonging to the state of New Yerk. 
| That state has offered to convey this land, on re- 
| ceiving the original-purchase money and the inte- 
jrest. The difliculty respecting the title, which was 
/seppcned to exist, has been removed by the opinion 
of the attorney general, that the right to the land 
| Is unquestionably in the state of New York. It is 
therefore confidently hoped that the necessary appro- 


rendered it indispensable to suspend some of the op- priation will now be made to purchase the site of 


| the works erected, and to put them in repair. Should 
| any apprehension be ieit of a want of means they 
‘can probably be supplied by the sale of the site of 
fort Gansevoort, on the North river, which has be- 
/come comparatively useless, and by the application 
|of the proceeds of such sale to the works on Staten 
Island. 

Another and most essential part of the defence of 
the harbor of New York, which has been rendered 
|more necessary by the discovery of anew channel, 
consists of a work on Sandy Hook, the immediate 
commencement of which 1s strenuously urged by the 
chief engmeer by the most convincing considerations. 
It is most earnestly and respectfully recommended to 


+h, 


the consideration of congress. 


I would earnestly invite attention to the recom- 
mendations contained in the last annual report of 
this department, in favor of the establishment of 
military defences on the remote southern portion 
of our Atlantic frontier. As there appears to be 
some question whether the points on the coast with- 
lin the state of Georgia, heretofore indicated, are 
the most advisable, the appropriation asked by 
the engineer bureau, and which is recommended by 
this department, may be for the commencement of 
a work on the coast of Georgia, at such sile as the 
president shall select, after the necessary military 
surveys. 





The recommendations in the last annual report 
|of works for the security of Mobile bay are re- 
jnewed. This very exposed frontier would seem 
to demand more proiection than has hitherto been 
awarded. 

The report of the colonel of engineers shows the 
necessity of some provision for completing the work 
on the national road which was begun, but which is 
left unfinished, and is now exposed to rapid destruc- 
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tion for the want of that finish which is essential to | liberation, doubtless dictated the formation of this | 
its protection. If it be the determination of congress corps. And all our experience has shown the wis-| 
not to authorise any further expenditures on this dom of the measure. The reports in detail of the 
road, it is suggested whether some measure might not | several officers of the corps, appended to that of the 
be adopted by which the states through which it colonel, présents a mass of the most valuable infor- 
passes may be enabled to complete and keep in repair mation respecting the topography of various parts 
an avenue of such great importance to the whole of the union, from the remote north to the extreme 
community, and particularly to our western fellow ;south. They exhibit the progress made in the sur- 
citizens, and one so eminently beneficial to the opera-  veys, in the improvement of harbors and rivers, in 
tions of the federal government in peace, and almost the construction of light houses and breakwaters, 


next. It is intended to cause a similar survey of the 
country south of that river, embracing the approaches 
to the Rocky Mountains, their several passes, ang 
gradually the region between them and our posses. 
sions on the Pacific. These explorations and sy. 
veys are indispensable to such a knowledge of the 
country, its resources and its streams, as we must 
possess before we can establish any communication 
with a region that is every day becoming more jm. 





a 





indispensable in war. 
The expense of the survey for the continuation 


of this road through the states of Illinois and Mis- | attention, is all that will be attempted on the present 
souri to the city of Jefferson, heretofore made un- ; occasion, 


der a resolution of the senate, has not been de- 


frayed, and provision for it would be but an act been made in the survey of the northwestern lakes 
of justice to the public creditors by whom it was in-| and that preparations for its continuance the nex 


curred. 

The report of the board of visiters, appointed du- 
ring the Jast year to examine the military academy 
at West point, accompanies that of the colonel of en- 
gineers. It evinces great ability, and the close and 
critical scrutiny with which a board of disinterested 
and independent citizens have looked into every de- 

artment of this great national institution, and the 
Rich praise which they award to its superintendent, 
professors, and teachers, to the exact discipline 
maintained, and to the thorough instruction imparted, 
is enhanced by their obviously eminent capacity to 
form a correct judgment, and by their equally obyi- 
ous regard for discriminating truth. The testimony 
of the chief engineer, himself so long and so thorough- 
ly acquainted with all the operations of the academy, 
that, in his opinion, ‘it has never been in a condition 
so perfectly fulfilling the purposes of its creation 
and maintenance as now,” is equally gratifying and 
convincing. A personal examination during the re- 
cess of congress enables me to add what these testi- 
monials searcely required, my own conviction of 
their entire justness. 
port, expressed somewhat at large my views of the 
inestimable advantages of this institution to the 
whole country in diffusing a species of knowledge that 
can be no otherwise acquired, and of its absolute 
necessity for preserving and improving that science 
upon which our safety in war must depend, it is not 
deemed necessary to repeat them. Indeed, the stea- 
dy adherence of congress at al] times and under all 
circumstances, even of pecuniary difficulty, to an in- 
stitution which so much resembles that body in its 
influences upon the formation of a national character, 
operating as it does upon pupils selected mainly by 
the immediate representatives of the people. from 
every district of the union, renders superfluous any 
extended observations on the subject. 


The alterations and improvements suggested by 
the board of visiters have received the most respect- 
ful consideration, and have been adopted where cir- 
cumstances justified such a course. The barracks 
for the residence of the students have been a subject 


| portant tous. And it is hoped that there will be 
_and various other works in charge of the corps. A/no reluctance to granting the very moderate appro- 


brief notice of a few of those which seem to require | priations asked for the continuance of the “militar 
and geographical surveys west of the Mississippi 
river.” : 

{n the last annual report of the department, your 
,, attention and that of congress was called to the great 
t| importance of establishing a chain of military posts 
| Season have been made, which will enable those in| extending from the Council bluffs to the mouth of the 


charge of the work to accomplish more than was/ Columbia river. A plan and estimate of the ex. 


practicable during the last year. The _*} penses were subsequently laid before the military 


these surveys is comparatively so v..u.0g that they; committee of the house of representatives, by whom 
can seareely be liable to objection in almost any/a very able and interesting report was made, ac- 
State of the treasury. I cannot omit to call atten-| companied by a bill. I would again earnestly in- 
tion to the report of captain Williams, respecting the | vite a consideration of the subject. There are two 
urgent necessity of a harbor on the west side of) aspects in which it may be regarded. In the first 
| Lake Michigan, and the improvement of the naviga-} place, the exhibition of military power is indis- 
tion at the mouth of the St. Clair river. These are! pensable to counteract and control any hostile dis- 
exceedingly important to the United States, to ena-| position of the Indians in that vast and sequestered 
ble us to furnish supplies to the Indian tribes, and | region. They are now exposed to the unresisted in- 
military stores and subsistance for the troops which, | fluences of the traders and emissaries of foreign na- 
even in time of peace, must be maintained in that) tions; by whom they could at any time be excited to 
quarter, and which, in the event of hostilities, will) devastate that entire frontier. We could command 
afford the only barrier between savage ferocity and | the avenues by which these Indians pass from the 
our frontier settlements. _ But to our fellow citizens | north to the south in their hunting expeditions, and 
of that region, who have purchased the public lands, | thus make them sensible of our power to resist and 
a safe access to the-markets of the east is so essen-| punish aggression. In the second place, if we intend 


| It will be perceived that considerable progress has 








Having in the last annual re- | 


tial as to justify their calls upon the government for 
acommon share of its protection. The commerce 
of the lakes, comprising the productions of seven 
, States and one territory, which must annually exceed 
, twenty five millions of dollars, would seem entitled 
to consideration and assistance, not only on account 
of the great interests involved in its success, but on 


the ground, also, of a fair apportionment of the fos- | 


‘tering and protecting aid of the government. This 
commerce affords the only effective means of sup- 
plying the nation with the mariners who will be 


| to maintain our right to the territories on the Pacific, 
belonging to us, which, it is supposed, does not ad- 
imit of a question, we must occupy them; and we 
/must establish a communication with them other 
than that of a five months’ voyage by sea, at a par- 
ticular season of the year. By extending our laws 
and civil jurisdiction over the country, and affording 
protection to our citizens disposed to emigrate thi- 
ther, I have the strongest reason to believe, from 
communications to the department, that a sufficient 
‘number would soon establish themselves in that 





|found indispensable in that quarter, in the event of} quarter, provided they could be assured of immunity 


| hostilities. 


It will be seen that the surveys for the defences of 
Soller’s flats and of Delaware breakwater harbor are 
completed. Those for the defences of Sandy Hook, 
-and the harbor and town of Portsmouth, New Hamp- 

shire, are in execution, as well as the military re- 
connoisance of the peninsula of Maryland, south of 
the city. It is gratifying to learn that an expensive 
and very thorough reconnoisance of the defences of 
New Orleans, embracing a large extent of territory, 
has been completed. 

The raft which formed the obstruction to the navi- 





from Indians on the way, end their journey could be 
, facilitated by the government. ‘To attain these pur- 
poses it 1s not supposed that a continued chain of 
| posts is immediately necessary. The establishment 
| of one at some proper point on the Missouri, probably 
| between the great bend of that river and White river, 
| at which stores and supplies could be sent out, would 
‘answer for the present, and until the whole ground 
should be better known. These parties would be 
‘occupied @rimari!y in exploring and surveying, to 
ascertain the best routes, in removing obstructions 
and facilitating the passage of such routes, and in 


of complaint by every board of visiters for several | cation of Red river has been removed; an event of! protecting the caravans of emigrants. And if small 


years past. The single fact, that ordinarily three 
pupils, and frequently a larger number, are obliged 
to study and sleep in a room scarcely sufficient for 


one, is of itself sufficient to show how indispensa- | warrant the confident expectation that it will be in a| further would be required. 


| no small importance to our fellow citizens in that 
| quarter. 


The Potomac aqueduct is so far completed as to 


,detachments of hired men, acquainted with the 
{country, were furnished to the latter, upon their 
‘crossing the mountains, it is believed that nothing 
Every colony that pass- 


ble additional accommodations in that respect have | condition to receive water in the course of the next} ed over the mountains would facilitate the progress 


become. 
upils deprived of the ordinary comforts of room, 
but their health is jeoparded by exposure to storms 


and to sudden transitions.. I cannot too earnestly re- 


commend the moderate appropriation asked by the | session appropriating one hundred thousand dollars | 


. . ° } 
In one of the buildings, not only are the 


season. The repairs of the Potomac bridge are 
'drawing to a close, and it is believed that it will be 
| passable in January next. 


| The measures taken to execute the law of the last 


of its successor, aud every one that established itself 
| beyond them would add to the strength and power 
of the government, and would perhaps render per- 
| manent forts unnecessary. 


There are many indications that the time has arriv- 


engineer bureau for an addition to the barracks at the | for the improvement of the Ohio, Mississippi, Mis-| ed for decided action on this subject, and I trust that 


academy. 
The subject of a corps of artificers to learn and 
ractice the duties of military field engineering, was 
brought to the attention of congress in the last annu- 
al report, and is renewed by- the chief engineer.— 
Deeming it impossible to increase the cogency of the 


/souri, and Arkansas rivers, are also stated. So soon 
,as the application for an injunction by Henry M. 
Shreve, esq. which has arrested the progress of those 
/measures, shall be disposed of, they will be resumed. 
It is manifest that the present appropriation is whol- 
ly inadequate—that it can only provide the necessa- 


at the ensuing session of congress, there will be such 

appropriations as will enable this departmentto make 
| the necessary arrangements to send on to Oregon a 
| colony of citizens impatient to undertake the enter- 
| prise. A post at or near the mouth of the Columbia, 
| would certainly be desirable; but it is not deemed ab- 


reasons urged by him for some provision on the sub-| ry snag-boats, and that unless followed by others, solutely necessary, in the present condition of things. 


ject, can but again add my earnest recommenda- 
tion to those so repeatedly presented by my prede- 
cessor, in favor of the necessary provisions to eliect 
that object. 

The report of the colonel of topographical engi- 
neers aflords new and continued evidence of the great 
usefulness of that corps, and of the zeal and ability 
of its officers. An accurate knowledge of the topo- 
graphy of our very extended territory, particularly 
of its maritime and internal frontiers, of its lakes 
and rivers, of the obstructions to intercommunica- 
tion, and of the positions most requiring, and most 
capable of, defensive works, is indispensable alike 
to intelligent legislation and to efficient executive 
administration. As a mere question of economy, 
such information can searcely be acquired at too 
high a price. The advantage of an organized scien- 
tific corps, qualified by study and by practice for this 
peculiar duty, over the irregular services of persons 
transiently employed, without organization, and 
with the opportunities of mature and systematic de- 


the expenditure of the money will be but to waste it. 
The proceedings of the corps under the laws re- 
specting the construction of light houses are also de- 
itailed inthe report. It would seem that the expense 
of these invaluable auxiliaries to commerce may be 
/much diminished by the adoption of Mitchell’s pa- 
tent screw moorings, arecent English invention, and 
that by means of such moorings they can be placed 
in positions far more advantageous to the mariner 
than any that can be occupied in the present mode of 
building them. The sanction of congress is invited 
to the steps recommended by the colone! of topogra- 
phical engineers to procure the necessary apparatus, 
and acquire a knowledge of its application. 

It will be seen that a party of engineers is in the 
field for the survey of the Arkansas and Platte rivers, 
and the adjacent country. A survey of the country 
north of the Missouri having been completed, the 
map of which, constructed by Mr. Nicallet, unequal- 
Jed in the accuracy and fullness of its details, is now 

jnearly finished, and will be published in January 


The operations in the paymaster general’s and the 
| surgeon general’s departments, are detailed in the re- 
ports of their respective chiefs. Under the authority 
|of the appropriation at the last session, for extending 
and rendering more complete the meteoroligical ob- 
servations conducted at the military posts, professor 
Espy has been employed to render that assistance for 
which his extensive researches so eminently qualily 
him. Instructions and forms have been prepared, 
which, it is believed, will ensure very exact and very 
extensive observations, from which an important 
science cannot fail to derive great advantages. 

The report of the commissary general of subsis- 
tance exhibits the very prosperous condition of his de- 
partment. All the accounts of disbursing agents have 
been faithfully rendered. For the reasons stated by 
him, no appropriations for the first six months of 1843 
will be necessary, on account of subsistance of the 
army. The success which has so far attended the sys- 
tem of purchase by contract, induces me to dissent 
from the recommendation to change it. Perhaps 
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in the open market when proposals are deemed exor- 
pitant. The unsettled accounts for subsistance fur- 
nished in Florida, in- 1839 and 40, would seem to re- 
quire special legislation for their adjustment. 

From the report of the commissioner of pensions it, 
appears that the number of pensions on the rolls is 
jess by 1,496, than at the date of the last anuual report. 
The whole number at that time was 26,531. The 
number at present on the rolls is 25,035; of whom 
9,662 are invalids; 3,724 receive pensions under the 
act of 1818; 412 under the act of 1828; 15,535 under 
the act of 1832; 2,307 under the act of 1836, and 395 
nave been pensioned under the act of 1838, in conse- 

yence chiefly of the joint resolution and act of the 
Jast session of congress, relating to the death of pen- 
sioners since 1832, and to the marriage of their 
widows. Itis believed that many must have died, 
without the fact being known to the agents, and of 
course not reported by them. ‘The persons who re- 
ceived their pensions in the first and second quarters 
of 1842, amounted to 18,074, and it is supposed that 
this approximates very nearly to the actual number 
now alive. This would exhibit a diminution of 8,457, 
which is not so great as that which occurred between 
the dates of the reports in 1840 and 1841, and which 
amounted to 17,863. It will be seen that the estimate 
for pensions is much below that for 1842. 

The law relating to military bounty lands for ser- 
vices in the revolutionary war,and in that of 1842 hav- 
ing been revived by the act of July 27, 1842, the ex- 
amination of the claims presented was referred to the 
commissioner of pensions, as rolls and documents 








nominal. The most atrocious offenders are seldom} complish these purposes. There are many honest 
pursued, and more rarely brought to justice. Civil| and faithful traders, but they cannot counteract the 
obligation it is>wholly vain to attempt to enforce. | recklessness of the Indians, who will purchase goods 
There is no cause for surprise that, in this state of | either of a worthless kind, or in quantities altoge- 
things, the law of force and of retaliation is the only | ther beyond their wants, which, with charactreistic 
one recognised. The plan of something like a terri- | improvidence, they waste or barter for ardent spirits, 
torial government for the Indians has been suggested. | and Jeave themselves destitute of the articles of ne- 
The object is worthy the most deliberate considera- | cessity for the residue of the year. This destitu- 
tion of all who take an interest in the fate of this! tion produces suffering, dependenee, and inactivity, 
hapless race. and they resign themselves to the allurements of in- 

The vice to which they are most inclined, andj toxication, or of wretched idleness. At the same 
which is the most deadly to their prosperity, is an in-| time, an influence is acquired over them by the tra- 
dulgence in intoxicating liquors. All the powers) ders, allogether beyond that of the officers of the 
given to this department by existing laws have been’ government, and which may be, and sometimes has 
exerted to restrain this propensity, and to prevent | been wielded in opposition to its policy, and tending 
the introduction of alcohol into the Indian country.: to the continued degradation and detriment of~ the 
Circulars to agents and superintendents, and instruc- | Indians. In this respect, it seems to me the British 
tions to military commanders, have been reiterated | policy is far preferable, which retains to the officers 
with but partial effect. The cupidity of the white) of the nation the means of influencing men who can 
man, boasting of his superior civilization, stimulates | be reached mainfy only through their personal wants. 
his craft in devising the means of evading the laws, | I am disposed to concur in the views of the commis- 
and still further brutalizing his ignorant, weak, and sioner of Indian affairs, as to the propriety of em- 
yielding red brother. Depositories of ardent spirits, ploying agents of the government to furnish sup- 
are established on the confines of the Indian territo- plies to the Indians at fixed prices, of which they 
ry, Within the jurisdiction of the states; where the should be notified, and in such quantities, at given 
laws of the union cannot apply, and where there are! periods of time, as will ensure their deriving the ut- 
none of the state adapted to the case, or if they exist, | most benefit from them. It is not perceived why the 
are never executed. Some remedy may be provided | principle recently adopted in reference to pursers in 
by substituting imprisonment for the present pecu-,| the navy, may not be applied to this case, and a sys- 
niary penalty prescribed for selling or introducing li-| tem of checks established, that will guard against all 
quor, or establishing distilleries, in the Indian coun-| fraud and abuse, and enable the Indian to receive 
try, which is wholly ineffectual against a class of| the best kind of goods at the cost of purchase and 
persons who have no visible property, and by giving | transportation, and a per centage to defray the ex- 








relating to them were in his office. From the state- | jurisdiction over the offence to some local or other | 
ment annexed to his report, it will appear that 358 | authority to which convenient access can be had. | 
claims on account of revolutionary services,have been Among some of the more civilized tribes, particu- | 
resented within the year, and that 22 warrants have | larly the Choctaws and Cherokees, it is understood | 
een issued for 5,250 acres of land; that 416 claims for | that the doctrines and the practice of temperance | 


penses of sale. 

Since the last annual report, a treaty has been 
concluded and ratified with the Senecas of N. York, 
by which a dispute that threatened the most vexa- 
tious consequences, has been amicably adjusted, the 


services in the last war with Great Britain have been | have made much progress, and that they have passed | rights of the Indians protected, their interests pro- 


presented within the same time, and that 65 warrants | some wise laws to restrain their own people. The | 
have been issued for 10,720 acres of land. 
By the act of March 4 1840, the office of commis- | temperate is calculated to cheer us in efforts to save | 


moted, and the government relieved from large pe- 


fact thus established that the Indian can be made | cuniary responsibilities. 


With the Wyandots of Ohio a treaty has been ra- 


sioner of pensions was continued until the 4th day of | him. | tified, by which that state will be relieved froma 


. . e { 
March, 1843, when it will cease, unless further con- 


tinued by congress. 
business of the navy department was transferred to the |} of the commissioner. This small fund has accom- 
office of the commissioner of pensions. The duties! plished much. It scatters its good seed very exten- 


An exhibit of the condition of the civilization | 





| population that encumbered the fairest portion of its 
By the same act, the pension | fund, and of its application, accompanies the report | territory—a portion that will now be open to enter- 


prise, and contribute to a general prosperity. 
A treaty has also been held with the Sac and Fox 


yet remaining to be performed under the laws relat- | sively, and a great portion of it falls on good soil. | Indians, which, under your directions, will be sub- 


ing to army and navy pensions, and to the military | Its fruits are to be seen in the gradual, but decided 


mitted to the senate for ratification, by which about 


bounty lands, require the continuance of the office of | improvement of many~of the Indian tribes. This} te? millions of acres of some of the best land in the 


the commissioner. 

The condition of our affairs with the Indians pre- | ble, with the schools established and maintained by 
sents a subject of the deepest interest to every phil- | means of the moneys provided by treaties with vari- 
anthropist. The report of the commissioner who|ous tribes, for purposes of cducation. From table 
has them immediately under his charge, with the ac- | 84, appended to the commissioner’s report, it appears 
companying tabular statements, and the returns of | that the whole amount thus provided at the present 
the vari ous superintendents and agents, furnish copi- | time, is $67,155. It will also be seen from table 83, 
ous information of the results of past labors and the | that there are fifty-two schools maintained for Indian 
ground of hope for the continued improvement of | youth, at which there are 2.132 scholars; of whom 
these victims of the progress of civilization. . The | 1,058 are boys, and 852 girls, and 222 whose sex is 





homes to make room for the white man, and of col-| that from 7 schools there are no returns. Wherever 
lecting them in large bodies on our western frontier, | the means of comparison exist, it is gratifying to find 
is not now debateable. It has been long settled, and | that the aggregate number of pupils is on the increase. 


policy of removing the Indians from their native | not stated were instructed during the past year, and | 


it may now be considered as having been executed. | Convinced that the only means of diffusing elementa- | 
There is no more land east of the Mississippi, remain- | ry knowledge among the children of these people, is | 


ing unceded, to be desired by us. No new source of}to interest their parents in the undertaking, by 
expense on this account need be opened for many | enabling them to take a part in the establishment of 
years to come; and when the treaties now pending | schools and in their supervision, our efforts have been 


shall be ratified, and those requiring the removal of | directed to the encouragement of such seminaries in | 


Indians shall be executed, our system will become | their respective nations. A sufficient number of 
settled. Itis to be hoped that the red man will then | many of the tribes have already been educated, and 


be suffered to rest in peace, and that our undivided | prepared to become teachers among their own peo- | 


efforts will be bestowed in discharging the fearful| ple. Every school becomes the nursery of new 


responsibilities we have incurred to improve his in- | teachers, who, being thus prepared at home, removed | 


tellectual and moral condition as the only means of|from the temptations that assail them among the 
rendering him happy here or hereafter. whites, and retaining the manners of their own peo- 

From the returns we have been able to obtain, it | ple, will be more acceptable and more successful 
appears that 88,124 have been removed to the re-| than any others. In this way only can females be 
gions west of the Mississippi, and that of the once | educated, and the potent influence of mothers be pro- 








humerous tribes east of that river less than 25,000 | perly directed in the formation of the character of'| 


soulsremain. The greater portion of those are under | the generation that is soon to take its place in the 
treaty obligations to remove within a very few years. |scene of life. Although the academy in Kentucky 


ry ° 7 . . . . *y5° j 
Lhis policy of collecting the Indians has proceeded | is continued for the double purpose of fulfilling ex- | 
on the idea of relieving them from their dependent | pectations which caused heavy expenses in its estab- | 


and degrading condition when mixed with a white | lishment, and of furnishing a higher grade of instruc- 
population, and of isolating them from the vices of a | tion, to enable the pupils to become physicians, cler- 
Semi-civilization. 
ment, they are quite incompetent to protect them- | purposes will be as nearly accomplished within two 
selves from the frauds and from the violence of the | Q 








some form of government which may secure peace | expiration of that time, the obligations of the govern- 
and order among themselves and protection against | ment to furnish pupils to it, are to cease. 
others. Until they feel safe in their persons and pos-| Intimately connected with the improvement of the 


fund is applied so as to co-operate, as far as practica-| territory of lowa, are acquired. 


Scarcely capable of self-govern- | gymen, and teachers, yet, as it is supposed, these | 


years as they can be at any time, consistently with | 
White man. The present system of superintendents | the greater and main object of instructing the great- | 
and agents is inadequate, and the time seems to have | est possible number, it has been arranged with the | 
arrived when we should turn our attention to devising | founder and proprietor of that academy, that, at the | 


A purchase has 
'also been made of the Chippewas in the northwest 
(of Michigan and in Wiskonsin, of about fifteen 
‘millions of acres, by a treaty which will in like 
manner be submitted to the senate. These treaties 
have been made ata reduced expense quite unpre- 
'cedented, in the most open, fair and frank manner, 
/and on terms of justice and even liberality to the 
| Indians, becoming the character of the U. States. 
Pursuant to the act of the last session of congress, 
commissioners have been appointed to adjust, the 
claims arising under the Choctaw treaty of 1830, and 
instructions have been given them for the perform- 
ance of their duties. Commissioners have also been 
appointed td settle the remaining claims under the 
treaty with the Cherokees of 1836. Delegates from 
that nation were in attendance at the seat of govern- 
ment for several months during the past year, to ob- 
tain a recognition of other and extensive claims, and 
to settle some points in relation to the intercourse of 
our citizens with their people and the administration 
Their applications were listened to 


| 
| of their laws. 
'not only patiently, but with a sincere desire to grati- 
fy them in every request that could be granted con- 
sistently with a regard to our own rights and duties. 
|The propositions made to them to meet many of 
| their objects, were declined, and the whole negotia- 
| tion failed. 

During the year the claims arising under the Creek 
treaty, connected with the contractof Watson & Co., 
have been disposed of, and many of those prior to 
that contract have been adjusted, and the residue will 
soon cease to encumber the department. ‘The claims 
under the treaty of 1839 with the Osages, have all 
been finally decided except five, which have been 
| referred for further information. 
| Appended to the report of the commissioner, are 
tabular statements of the investments made in stocks 
for the benefit of the several Indian tribes, and of the 
amounts retained in the treasury on which the gov- 
ernment pays the annual interest. 

| found existing the department, a disbursing 
agent, in whose name large sums of money belonging 
| to various Indians were deposited in different banks 

or held by him in public securities. Although this 
'money could not be drawn or used without a check 


sessions they can make no advances towards civiliza- | moral and intellectual condition of the Indians, is| countersigned by the secretary of war and the com- 


tion. Although the criminal jurisdiction of the ad-|the system which supplies them with clothing and 
jacent courts of the United States is extended over | the means of procuring subsistance. 





| missioner of Indian affairs, yet the system appeared 


It is undenia-| to be erroneous in principle, and liable to abuse. As 


them, yet all experience has shown that it is merely | ble that the trading system does not adequately ac-| soon as the necessary arrangements could be made, 
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to the treasury of the United States his has been 
done, with the exception of a smaii sum necessarily 
letained to meet outstanding demands, or to adjust 
unsettled aceounts of agents. 

I concur in the request of the commissioner, that 
au'hority be given to sell the buildings and the adja- 
cent improvements, which have at former times been 
constructed and made for the use of the Indian agen- 
cies, but which have become useless to the Indian 
department. 

The reductions directed by the act ‘‘respecting the 
organization of the army, and for other purposes,” 
passed at the last session, have been effected, so far 
as authority for that purpose was given by the act. 
The offices of the superintendents of the armories 
have been. abolished; the military storekeepers at- 
tached to the ordnance service have been reduced to 
the number directed; the duties of the commissary 
of purchases have been transferred to the quarter- 
master’s department; two paymasters, one surgeon, 
and ten assistant surgeons, have been disbanded, there 
being a vacancy in the office of paymaster and in 
that of surgeon. Although the act directed that the 
office of one inspector general should be abolished, 
yet it did not authorise the president to discharge 























































directions were given to transfer these funds directly | to him by the one whose account is settled. 





either of the incumbents, while it gave that authority 
in respect to the paymasters, surgeons, and assistant 
surgeons. The case was such as not to require or 
justify the exercise of the power of removal, by 
striking from the army register the name of either of 
the inspectors general, solely upon the executive au- 
thority or responsibility. Deeming the legislation. 
on this subject inchoate, as both those officers were 
engaged on highly important duties, and their ser- | 
vices could not be dispensed with without great in-| 
justice to the service, you were advised to follow the | 
. precedent of 1815, under similar circumstances, when | 




































































legislation of congress, and suspended proceedings | 
for the further action of the legislative body. As/ 
little more than two months would elapse before the) 
opportunity for such an action would present itself, | 
you concluded to adopt that course. {beg leave now | 
to express the decided conviction of this department, 
founded upon the mformation and advice of many of | 
the most inteiligent and experienced officers of the 
army, that the number of inspectors general cannot, 
be reduced without essential and permanent injury to 
the service. The reduction of the rank and fiie does | 
not diminish the number of posts, of forts,of arsenals, | 
or of depots. Without the inspection of an indepen- 
dent oliicer, in no way connected with the branch of 
service which may have charge of the public proper- 
ty, and not responsible for the condition of the troops, | 
the government will be obliged to rely mainly on the 
information of those whose feelings and whose inter- 
ests would be adverse to the discovery of any delin-| 
quency. Jt is no imputation to apply in the military | 
service the principles of supervision and check which | 
pervade every other department of the government. | 


pensable that they should be conducted by oflicers | 
not only of experience, but of high rank, whose au-| 
thority would be respected. These observations are | 
made here, in the hope that, on reconsideration of 
the subject, it willbe deemed most expedient to 
Jeave this part of the means of fulfilling the duties 
and meeting the responsibilities of the department, 
as it was established in 1821, when the army was re-| 
duced, and as it has continued since that time. 


It appears from statements furnished this depart- | 
ment by the second and third auditors, that the nume 
ber of unsettled accounts in their office has been) 
considerably diminished since the last annual report. | 
In the second auditor’s office there are none which | 
were presented in 1840, that of those presented In 
1841, 57, and of those presented in 1842, 815 remain 
unsettled, making 872 In the whole, and showing a 
reduction of 300 since the last annual report. Tn the | 
third auditor’s oflice there remain unsettled, of the | 
accounts presented in 1840, 294, of those presented | 
in 1841, 345, and of those presented ni 1542, 840, 
making 1479, and exhibiting a reduction of the num-| 
ber stated in the last annual reportof 335. Although 
a decided improvement is thus shown, yet the num- 
ber not disposed of is altogether too large. Some of 
them are known to be delayed for the want of expla- | 
nation of deficient vouchers; but by far the greatest | 
proportion have not been examined. Nothing ean | 
be more unjust to the faithful officers who have rene | 
dered their accounts than the omission to setile them 
until the persons who could supply sufficient vouch- 
ers are dead, or removed to unknown places, or until | 
the means of explanation are lost or forgotten. It is | 
a cruelty most ruinous in its results, which is believ-| 
ed not to exist in any other country. And its effects | 
are very injurious to the government. Ter it often | 
happens that it 1s found necessary to charge another | 
officer with a sum which has been paid or advanced 


the president found it impracticable to carry out the | 


' effort, is is still a duty to ask, that the invaluable pa- | 


And to render such inspections effectual, it is indis-! | 


and their agents; covering, during the year, 34,835,- 
991 miles of transportation, and extending almost to 
the door of every citizen, must encounter difficulties, 
and be subjected to oecasional irregularities, not only 


partment to overcome. 


the minuteness of its details, and the character of the 


ported, are contemplated, there should be more of 
astonishment at the general regularity of the service, 
than of surprise and discontent at occasional failures. 
Absolute certainty and unbroken regularity in the 
arrival and departure of the mails at all times, can- 
not, and ought not to be expected. 
pleasure [ bear in testimony, on this occasion, to the | 
general zeal and fidelity of those employed in this | 
branch of the public service. 
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delay that occurs in ascertaining the fact of such 


hiahlré fin noareny . eee i aN . male : 
MAO, Le person to be charged pecomcs insolvent, 1 


or dies, or’ no trace of him can be found. I would 
most respectfully and most earnestiy urge an increase 
of the force of the second and third auditors’ offices, 
at least temporarily until the existing mass of ac- 
counts be disposed of. A very large proportion of 
the information called for by congress is necessarily 
derived from those auditors, and the time and labor 
required to furnish it, are abstracted from the regular 
duties of the office. And this, doubtless, is the prin- 
cipal cause of their ordinary business being in arrear. 
They should, also, be relieved from the charge of 
What are called property accounts, which, in truth, 
belong to the administrative departments, rather than 
the accounting officers. 3 


The accounts of the disbursing agents in the Indian 
department are in a condition that defies any power 
of the executive officers to bring them to a close.— 
Payments have been made to a large amount out of 
one fund for objects legally authorized, but to which 
it was not by law applicable; and the agents remain 
charged with such payments, althoughithey have ren- 
dered vouchers for the expenditures. Many accounts 
in other branches of the service are understood to be 
in asimilar condition. A law authorising transfers of 
appropriations, similar to that passed on the 27th 
January, 1831, to meet similar difficulties, which 
will not draw adollar from the treasury, is demand- 
ed by the interest of the government, and by a sense 
of justice to the agents. It is believed that they have 
accounted for the money placed in their hands, but 
it is impossible to have official certainty on the sub- 
ject until their accounts are adjusted. The accounts 
of officers of the Quartermaster’s department, serv- 
ing in Florida in 1838 and 1839, cannot be closed 
without legislative provision. The difficulty isstated 
in the report of the quartermaster general, and J] 
would respectfully solicit the passage of the necessa- 
ry law to remove it. 


[ cannot close this report without again reverting 
to a subject that has so repeatedly been brought to 
the attention of congress, namely, the inconvenience 
and the great insecurity of the out buildings in which 
the offices of the paymaster general, of the ordinance 
bureau, of the bureaus of engineers and of topogra- 
phical engineers, of the commissary general of sub- 
sistence, of the surgeon general, and of the com- 
missioner of pensions are kept. Vain as may be the 


pers and documents in those offices may be preserved 


During | for the year ending June, 1842, was estimated, in 





from destruction by being placed in a building not | 
exposed as they now are to the slightest carelessness | 
in the inhabitants of the houses that surround | 
them. Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN C. SPENCER. 


To the president. 
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POSTMASTER GENERALS REPORT. 





Post Office department, Dec. 3d, 1842. 
To the President of the United States— 
Sin: In presenting to your consideration a report | 
of the condition and operations of the post office de- | 
partment, for the year preceding the 30th June, 1842, | 





it affords me pleasure to say, its condition has been | 


improved, and the service has been attended with | 


| more than ordinary success, whether considered in 


reference to the management of its financial concerns, | 


or the regularity and extent of its operations. | 


A public service, which requires the agency of | 
13,733 postmasters and their clerks, 2,343 contractors 


from the neglect of some of its numerous agents, but 
from physical causes, not in the power of this de- 


When the vast machinery of the general post office, | 


majority of the roads over which the mail is trans- 





And it is with 


The whole amount of mail transportation for the 


The whole amount 
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report of December last, at $4,490,000. The 
venue to be derived from postage, &e. in the same 
report, was estimated at $4,380,000. The amount 
estimated for the expenditure did not include the 
sums due by the department prior to the 31st March 
1841. Thus exhibiting a probable liability of 119” 
000 beyond its estimated current receipts of that year 

To bring the expenditure within the income of the 
department was a duty demanded at my hands bya 
regard for the observance of the principle upon 
which I desire to conduct the administration of the 
general post office, viz: that, while the department 
should not be regarded as a source of revenue to the 
government, it must not become an annual charge 
upon the public treasury. 

To effect this object, great labor and minute atten. 
tion have been bestowed by all concerned. 

A revision of post roads and post offices, necessary 
to a reduction of unprofitable routes, and the discon. 
tinuance of unproductive and useless post offices, and 
the substitution of others at more important points, 
better suited to the public wants; the institution of a 
system for the preservation and safety of the public 
property, and the reduction of useless expenditures, 
was a task requiring no ordinary portion of labor 
and time, and its performance could not fail often to 
subject the head of the department to censure and 
criticism from those who did not feel the necessity 
of the measures adopted. The effect has been salu- 
tary to the public service, as well in reference to its 
income, as to its usefulness and cost. I refer you to 
the reports of the Ist and 3d assistant .postmasters 
general, which will give more in detail the effect 
which has been produced by the measures adopted. 

Useless and unproductive routes have been discon- 
tinued; whilst others, more convenient, less expensive 
and more productive, have been substituted. In 
many imstances, where the nature and size of the 
mail did not demand the higher grade of service the 
less expensive modes of transportation have been 
employed. This may be more satisfactorily illus- 
trated by a reference to the service in the northwest- 
ern and southwestern districts, comprising the states 
of Michigan, Indiana, Hlinois, Missouri, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and 
Louisiana, and the territories of Wisconsin and Iowa, 
prior to the Ist July, 1842, and the service under the 
recent lettings. The whole number of miles of mail 
service in these districts annually was 11,005 865, 
costing annually the sum of $1,102,045 prior to the 
Ist July last. ‘The recent contracts require the trans- 
portation of the mail, in each year, 11,424,128 miles 
at a cost of $957,768—thus giving, in fact, 418,263 
miles more of service for $144,277 less expense.— 
And I do not hazard much when I assert that this 
saving has been made while the service itself has 
been, in the aggregate, greatly improved. 

The heretofore heavy expenditure of mail bags 
and locks has been greatly reduced. Entertaining 
the opinion that by a proper system of preservation, 
and a just responsibility imposed upon public agents, 
the number of mail bags on hand was equal to the 
wants of the service, and would be sufficient to meet 
its demands for several years, 1 have, in effect, or- 
dered their manufacture to cease. 

By the report of the third assistant, it will be seen 
that the expenditure for mail bags was, in the year 
1837, $56,702 28 
In 1838, 38,737 36 
In 1839, 36,082 46 
In 1840, 35,337 23 

From Ist April, 1841, to Ist April, 1842, the amount 





/expended was but $13,566 30. 


From Ist April, 1842, to Ist October, 1842—six 
months—$7,640 59. A large proportion of which 
was the mail bags manufactured prior to 1841. 

It is important, in every branch of the public ser- 
vice, to impress upon those in its employment the 
necessity of taking care of, and preserving the public 
property. ‘This is best done by the adoption of an 
appropriate system, and holding to a just responsi- 
bility those charged with administrative duties; and, 
when they prove themselves faithless or negligent, to 
appoint others in their places. 

The good effects of this rule are strictly illustrat- 
ed, not only in the item of expenditure just enume- 


rated, but they are manifested throughout the results 


of the entire year’s service. 

It will be seen, by reference to my report of De- 
cember last, that the amount received from postage 
on letters and newspapers, and fines, for the year, 
commencing Ist July, 1840, and ending 30th June, 
1841, was.stated to be $4,379,317 78. 

The amount arising from the same sources for the 


year ending June 30th, 1841, was 34,996 525 miles, ' year ending 30th June, 1842, is $4,546,246 13. Thus 
at a contract cost of $3,159,375. 
of transportation for the year ending June 30, 1842, | ment, of $166,928 35, over the revenue of the pre- 
was 34,335,991 miles, at a contract cost of $3,087,- | ceeding year. 

796. ‘The amount of expenditure of the department, | 


showing an increase of the revenue of the depart- 


This increase has not been the result of an in- 
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of mail matter, I am persuaded, but has arisen 


rease ; . ; 
pees a more systematic and vigilant execution of the 


he gross expenditures of the department for the 
year, ending 30th June, 1842 so far as they have 
been audited und paid, are $4,627,716 62—exceeding 
the amount derived from postage, during the same 


r, $81,470 49. 
at ait be remembered that by the act approved the 


gih September, 1841, there was appropriated, “‘to 
enable the post office department to meet its engage- 
ments and pay its debts,” the sum of $482,657. 

Of this sum, there has been expended, during the 
Jast fiscal year, the sum of $392,661 51, in satisfac- 
tion of demands against the department, prior to the 
month of April, 1841. Th# report of the chief clerk 
upon this subject, No. 1, will exhibit more in cetail 
the application of this fund. hale 

There remained unexpended of this appropriation 
on 30th June, 1842, ¢89,992 49, to meet such other 
demands us may be established to be due prior to3lst 
March, 1841. 

This sum of $392,664 51 constitutes no part of the 
$4,546,246 13, given above as the revenue for the last 
year derivable from postage and fines. It does, how- 
ever, constitute a part of the $4,627,716 62, the gross 
expenditure for that year, and, if deducted, will show 
the gross expenditure, for ordinary current service, 
to be $4,235,052 11. 

This would present an apparent balance, or an ex- 
cess of revenue, over expenditure of $311,194 U2. 

As it is highly probable that there are yet claims 
unsatisfied, not having been presented for payment, 
and claims which were due prior to that time, and 
which if presented, would have been audited and 

aid within the year,and which have been paid since 
30th June, 1842, and consequently will be charged 
in the expenditures for the current year, it is not in- 
tended to convey the idea that this $311,194 02 is a 
surplus on hand, but it is a fact from whichI am au- 
thorised to state that the income of the department 
has been equal to its current expenditures during the 
year ending in June, 1842; and it induces me to hope 
that. unless the burdens of the service shall be too 
greatly augmented by the additional rates created by 
the act of the last session of congress, the department 


the department. The original grant of this privilege 
was desi, aed the better to enable the public officer to 
discharge his official duties without burden upon his 
private means. It is now generally esteemed more as 
a private and individual right, than any official privi- 
lege. If persons entitled to this privilege were content 
to enjoy it themselves, without lending their franks to 
others, the burthen and loss to the department would | 
not be so great, and there would be less cause of just | 
complaint by the public. 

Although the act of 1825 expressly declares that | 
“if any person shall frank any letter or letters, other | 
than those written by himself, or by his order, on the | 
business of his office, he shall, on conviction thereof, | 
pay a fine of ten dollars, and it shall, be the espe 
cial duty of postmasters to prosccute for said offence,” | 
the penalty declared by this law has not been sutfhi- 
cient to prevent the too frequent violation of its pro-| 
visions. ~ | 

If congress shall deem it inexpedient to limit, or. 
further restrain, this right, an imposition -of the same | 
penalty upon him who uses the frank of another, as is 
imposed upon the person who abuses his privilege, | 
would tend greatly to lessen the evil. 

The whole number of free letters sent through the | 
post office annually,so far as the returns of postmas- 
ters exhibit, is about three millions. | 

Assuming fifteen cents as the average rate of each 
letter if charged with postage, four hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars wouid be the amount received.— 
Thus it will be seen that nearly one-ninth of all 
the matter which passes through the mail, passes 
free of postage. The loss to the department does 
not stop here. Twocentsare paid to postmasters 
on each of these letters, constituting an annual 
charge upon the revenue of 60,000 dollars. 
of this magnitude, I trust, will not fail to arrest the 
attention of congress, who alone can apply the pro- 
per corrective. It is wrong to burden the business 
and friendly correspondence of the community with 
this heavy charge. 

The public voice has called for a reduction of the 
rates of postage upon letters; and whilst 1 have felt 
its force, and am constrained to acknowledge its jus- 
tice, I have heretofore been deterred from making any 
specific recommendation upon this subject; lest, by 








will, in future, be enabled to sustain itself. I can- 
not anticipate, however, any great extension of the 
service, beyond its present limits and amount, unless 
congress shall, in some mode, relieve the department 
from the heavy annual demands made upon its in- 
come by rail road transportation, and protect it by 
appropriate legislation, against the inroads upon it by 
private expresses and rival mail establishments. 

It affords me great satisfaction to report to your 
excellency, that every legal demand by the contrac- 
tors, properly vouched, upon the department, for ser- 
vices rendered since | have had the honor of superin- 
tending its operations, has been promptly paid. 

Justice to contractors requires that, as soon as they 
have performed the service, they should be paid. ‘To 
enable the department to do this, punctuality on the 
part of postmasters in the payment of the balance 
due from them at the end of each quarter, is all im- 
portant. 

In every instance. where there has been a failure 
on the part of such postmasters to meet the drafts of 
the general post office, I have felt it a duty not to be 
omitted to relieve such from the burden of official 
duty. The knowledge of the exis‘ence of this rule 
has banished defalcation from the department. 

It is a fact worthy of notice, that although the ag- 
gregate amount received from postage during the 
past year has been greater by the sum stated, the re- 
ceipts at the large offices for 1842, have been less 
than in 1841. ‘The aggregate increase has been at 
the medium and smaller offices. 


a sudden reduction, the only source of income might 
fail to meet the demands of the service. With a pro- 
per regulation of the franking privilege, and a fur- 
ther protection against the violation of the laws of 
the department, I have no doubt a considerable re- 
duction in postage might be safely made, and the be- 
nefits and advantages of the department extended to 
many portions of the country which are now, ina 
great measure, destitute of proper mail accommoda- 
tions. More especially could this be done, if congress, 
by some permanent arrangement with the rail road 
companies, would relieve the department from the 
immense, and constantly increasing amount annua!- 
ly paid those companies for transporting the public 
mail, 

I ventured to recommend, in my former report to 
you, that congress should then legislate upon this 
subject. Nothing has occurred since to cause me to 
doubt the correctness of the opinions then expressed. 


strengthened the views then obtruded upon your con- 
sideration. 


arrival and departure of the mails, regularity and 
despatch cannot be expected. ‘This 1s a right which 
the rail road companies. in their periodical con- 
tracts, will not yield willingly; and, when they do 
yield it, make it a ground to increase their demands 
upon the department for transporting the mail.— 
For the service of rail road transportation there 
never can be competition. Why then subject the 


This is accounted for by the fact that the means of | department to the useless ceremony of advertising 


intercommunication between the great commercial 
points have been such as to invite constant and in- 
creasing infractions and violations of the laws of con- 
gress regulating the general post office. 

I took occasion to invite your attention to this sub- 


periodically for bids to carry the mail on rail roads, 
requiring it to take the lowest bid, when there will 
be but one bid for the same route? Each letting has 
heretofore been, and will hereafter be, but an invi- 
tation to the companies to increase the prices preyi- 


ject in my report of last year, under the hope that | ously paid. 


some legislation, in aid of the present laws, would 
take place, to enable the department more effectually 
to protect itself. 


It is in vain to disguise the fact that the United 
States are compelled to employ these roads as car- 
riers of the mail. 


it is made the exclusive duty of the general gov-| of the government to send the mail by the most ex- 
ernment to establish post oflices and post roads. The | peditious means of conveyance, and it cannot em- 
state governments have no right to interfere with the | ploy any of its own creation equal to the rail roads. 
Subject; neither has any individual, or company of | As a government, it cannot, by legislation, contro! 


individuals such right. 


those companies which have their corporate exis- 


Upon most of the rail roads in the United States, | tence by state enactments. The United States must 
over which the mail is transported at an immense | therefore purchase the right, and the question pre- 


expense, there are to be found individuals engaged 
In the transportation of mail matter, in violation 
of the laws of the Jand—iaw 
Olience, but do not punish it by adequate sanctions. 


sented is, whether it is best to purchase this right 


it is more a question of ability at this Ume, on the 


A modification of the laws regulating the franking | part of the government, than policy, to my-bumble 





Privilege is essential to the continued prosperity of! opinion. 


| from thus treating with the companies. 


An evil | 


On the contrary, subsequent developements have | 


Without the right in the department to control the | 


Justice and policy alike require | 
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The plan which I proposed was that congress 
should authorise the department to purchase this 
right; enter into the stipulation of a contract with the 
companies and report those contracts, as made, from 
time to time, to congress, to be binding only when 
ratified by congress. Nothing dangerous can arise 
No enlarge- 
ment of executive power is asked. On the contra- 
ry, it is proposed to subject executive power direct- 
ly to the controlling influence of congress. As the 
law now stands the department has the power to 
contract with these companies for foyr years, with 
a nominal limitation as to the amount to be paid 
them per mile. Surely no danger can arise to pub- 
lic liberty or legislative authority, by authorising 
the department to make a provisional permanent con- 


tract, subject to the approval of both houses of con- 


gress. 

The great question involved is, whether congress 
should make these contracts, and pay the considera- 
tion out of the resources of the government, or whe- 
ther the department shall levy the amount by con- 
tinuing the present rates of postage upon letters, and 
in all time to come, devote so large a portion there- 
of to the payment for rail road transportation, as to 
deny even the hope to the more distant and less fa- 
vored portions of our country of any increased mail 
facilities? ‘The cost of rail road transportation, for the 
last year, stands at $432568. The whole length of 
mail road in the United States is 149,732 miles, cost- 
ing $3,087,796. Ofthis length of mail road, only 
3,091 miles is rail road transportation, at a cost of 
($432,568. Only one forty-eighth part of the whole 
number of miles costing one-seventh part of the gross 
sum. 

| repeat the inquiry made ona former occasion. Is 
it just that the whole burden of the public correspon- 
dence, now nearly equal to halfa million of dollars 
annually, should be sustained by a tax upon the busi- 
ness and friendly correspondence of the community? 
‘If the government exacts from the citizen no more 
than the cost and expense of transporting his letters, 
he has no right to complain, but when an additional 
sum is wanted to defray the expenses of transporting 
the correspondence of the government and its officers, 
that sum, like the tax for every other public service, 
should be drawn from the common resources of the 
country, 

it is proposed that, in lieu of an annual drain from 
the treasury to pay the postage upon the public cor- 
-respondence, the United States now secure and pay 
for the perpetual right to transport the mails over 
rail roads. Can this right be now secured upon fair 
and reasonable terms? is a question worthy to be 
tested by fair experiment. I am of opinion it can 
‘be secured upon most, if not all of the important 
roads, upon reasonable terms, and with ample gua- 
ranties. 


| It is no part of the business of this department to 
speak of the effects which such contracts with the 
rail road companies would produce upon public cre- 
dit, both at home and abroad. The efiects, what- 
ever they may be for good, are but incidental to the 
great object to be attaimed in reference to the mail 
service of the United States. 
| Entertaining these opinions upon this subject, I 
| pray you to allow me most respectfully to press them 
‘upon your consideration. 
| Publ opinion seemed so strong in favor of a re- 
‘duction of-postage upon letters, that it could be re- 
garded in no other light than a demand upon those 
having the power over this subject, J have felt its in- 
fluence, but have been unwilling to act unadvisedly 
in any recommendation I might make upon the sub- 
ject. it will be remembered that England recently 
reduced her rates of postage. The effect upon the 
revenue, and upon the amount of mail matter, I was 
}anxious to know. For this, and other objects con- 
‘nected with the operations of this department, I 
\availed myself of the services of General Green, in 
November last, who was about to visit England and 
| France upon private business, and instructed him to 
make certain investigations and inquiries. The re- 
| sult of his investigations may be seen by a reference 
oe lis report to me, a copy of which accompanies 
| this. 
‘The dissimilarity in the government of the two 
|countries, as well as the uifference in the extent of 
| territory, induce me to doubt whether the same sys- 
'tem of mail service and rates of postage could be 
| safely adopted in the United States. 
| One fact, however, is clearly developed by the re- 
port of Gen. Green, that, since the reduction of pos- 
tage in England, the number of letters mailed has 
greatly increased. I forbear to trouble you with any 


every four years, or for the period of the charter of | particular suggestions upon this subject. beeanse 3 
i =) = Ded [ ' : ecause it 


s Which prohibit the} the road. 


bs } 1 ' 


iiaS Deen a GUL Geyoived voon mec DY a resolution of 
|the seuale, to make to that body a speciiic report 
| upon an alteration of the rates of postage, which I 
' 


|; purpose to do at as early aday as practicable. 
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It will be seen by reference to a part of the report 
of Mr. Green, that the French government is anx- 
ious to make a treaty with the United States for an 
interchange of mail service by the agency of packet | 
and steamships of the two countries. | 

You will remember, this subject was brought to, 
your attention by the minister of France during the 
last session of congress, it was submitted by you to 
congress, as one worthy of their consideration, and 
requiring specific legislation, if, in the opinion of that 
body, such an arrangement would prove advanta- 
geous to the United States. The committee on fo- 
reign relations made a report favorable to the mea- 
sure, and the house of representatives adopted the 
following resolution: 

‘‘That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be prepared and reported to this 
house, by the secretaries of state and of the navy, at 
the commencement of the next session of congress, 
a plan for the establishment, in concert with the go- 
vernment of France, of a line of weekly steamers 
between the ports of Havre and New York, togeth- 
er with estimates of the expense which may be re- 
quired to carry said plan into effect.” ss 

That portion of Mr. Green’s report, and the ac- 
companying documents are submitted under the be- 
lief that it may be serviceable to place before con- 
gress the outlines of the plan contemplated by the 
French government. 

In the month of August last, I caused to be estab- 
lished and put into operation a city despatch post for 
the city of New York, confined to the delivery, 
through the post office of that city, of the correspon- 
dence within its limits. I am gratified to know that 
its operations have proved highly satisfactory to the 
community, giving to the citizens a prompt and cheap 
medium of communication, the income of which 
will not only maintain the expenses of the establish- 
ment, but, in the course of time, promises a conside- 
rable addition to the revenue of the department — 
The report of the postmaster of New York upon 
this subject is submitted, in order that its details 
may be more generally known; and, when under- 
stood, I have little doubt that the other large cities 
of the Union will call for a similar establishment. 
its usefulness has been fully tested in New York, by 
the saving of a heavy daily expense of money and 
time to the business community in their city corres- 
pondence, 

The amount of expenditure for the current fiscal 
year, for the service of this department, may be 
stated by way of estimate, in round numbers at) 
$4,390,000. 

This estimate does not include the probable ex- 
pense of the new routes established by congress at 
the last session, none of which have yet been put in| 
operation. The probable costs of these routes per 
year, will be $130 000, making the whole estimated 





expense of $4,520,000. 

Any estimates of the income from postage during | 
the present year, must, of course, be altogether con-| 
jectural, founded upon the amounts received for the | 
year, ending in June, 1842. | 

The amount received, the quarter ending 30th Sep- 
tember last, is less than the amount of the corres- 
ponding quarter of 1841; and | therefore conclude 
ihe income of the department for the current year 
will fall considerably short of that for the year end- 
ing 3Uth June. It is, however, my intention to put 
these routes in operation by the time specified in the 
act. And as there is no discretion vested in the de-| 
partment by the act, if I find its means will not be 
otherwise equal to the additional expense, it will be- 
come my unpleasant duty to curtail the expense upon 
routes already in existence equal to the Costs of the 
new ones peremptorily ordered by congress. 

There are other matters more of detail, requiring, 
in my judgment, the legislation of congress, which | 
forbear to obtrude upon your attention, but will seek 





the opportunity to submit to the committees to whom 
the affairs of the department may be referred. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your 
excellency’s obedient servant, 


C. A. WICKLIFFE. 


YO 





TWENTY SEVENTH CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES—TILIRD SESSION, 
SENATE, 

DecemMBER 8. The senate proceeded to the eclec- 
tion oi chaplain. ‘The rey. Mr. Tuston received 26 

votes, scattering 2. 

Mr. Berrien agreeably to notice asked and obtain- 
ed leave to introduce a bill to repeal the bankrupt 
law, which was read and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Tallmadge submitted a resolution in respect to 
information on the operation of the bankrupt jaw. 

Mr. Bayard introduced a resolution, in pursuance 








to rescind the expunging resolution of January 16, 
1837, and gave notice that he would call it up be- 
tween this day and the Ist proximo. 
The senate then adjourned till Monday next. 
Decemper 12. The following senators appeared 
in their seats. The hon. Mr. Miller, of New Jersey; 
Mr. Woodbridge, of Michigan; Mr. Simmons and Mr. 


| Sprague, of Rhode Island; Mr. Smith and Mr. White, 
of Indiana, Mr. Fulton, of Arkansas, Mr. Linn, of 


Missouri, and Mr. Conrad, of Louisiana. 

The President announced the committees as follows: 

On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Archer, Berrien. 
Buchanan, Tallmadge, and Choate. 

On Finance—Messrs. Evans, Graham, Woodbury, 
Berrien, and Crittenden. 

On Commerce—Messrs. Huntington; Woodbridge, 
King, Barrow, and Wright. 

On Manufactures—Messrs. Simmons, Archer, Mil- 
ler, Buchanan, and Morehead. 

On Agriculture—Messrs. Linn, Bates, Crafts, Smith, 
of Connecticut, and Sturgeon. 

On Military Affairs—Messrs. Crittenden, Merrick, 
Benton, Huntington, and Wilcox. 

On Militia—Messrs. Barrow, Fulton, Smith, of In- 
diana, Williams, and McRoberts. 

On Naval Affairs—Messrs. Bayard, Choate, Wil- 
liams, Barrow, and Graham. 

On Public Lands—Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, Tall- 
madge, Walker, Huntington, and Conrad. 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Henderson, Linn, 
Tappan, Fulton, and Sprague. 


On Indian Affairs—Messrs. White, Morehead, Se- 


vier, Phe}ps, and Benton. 

On Claims—Messrs. Graham, Wright, Woodbury, 
Woodbridge, and Phelps. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Messrs. Phelps, Clayton, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Allen, and Williams. 

On Judiciary—Messrs. Berrien, Clayton, Dayton, 
Walker, and Kerr. 

On Post Office and Post Roads—Messrs. Merrick 
Simmons, McRoberts, Conrad, and Miller. 

On Roads and Canals—Messrs. Porter, White, 
Young, King, and Cuthbert. 

On Pensions—Messrs. Bates, Phelps, Allen, Bagby, 
and Sevier. 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Miller, Ba- 
yard, King, Kerr, and Young. 

On Patents and the Patent Office—Messrs. Kerr, 
Porter, Henderson, Wilcox, and Sturgeon. 

On Retrenchment—Messrs. 
Miller, Fulton, and Sprague. 

On Public Buildings—Messrs. Dayton, and Evans, 

On audit and control of Contingent Expenses of the Se- 
nale— Messrs. Tappan, White, and Porter. 

On Printng—Messrs. Clayton, Williams, and 
Sprague. 

On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Conrad, Bagby, and 
Sturgeon. 

On the Library of Congress—Messrs Woodbridge, 
Tappan, and Choate. 

On Enrolled Billh—-Messrs. Sprague and Williams. 

Numerous petitions were then presented both of a 
private or public nature. 

Mr. Benton gave notice of a substitute which he 


’ 


should offer for Mr. Bayard’s resolution for rescinding | 
the expunging resolution when it should be taken | 


up. 
Mr. Benton submitted a resolution calling for in- 


formation from the president, of various matters as | 


to the annual cost, number ef men, &c. which the 
African squadron under the British trevty, will re- 


| guire, and 


The senate adjourned. 

DecemsBer 13. Mr. Choate, of Massachusetts, and 
Mr. McRoberts, of Illinois, appeared in their seats. 

Mr. Woodbury presented a cgmmunication from 


Alexander Vattemare, relating to documents directed | 
to be transmitted to the senate by the chamber of 


peers of France. 


Morehead, Graham, | 


spe ieiyneccanenini meee Sen hie taupe 
Decemser 14. The president presented a letter 


from the president of the United States, covering g 
communication from the secretary of the navy, go. 
companied by a letter from commodore Morean 
showing that the information transmitted to the de. 
partment in relation to the settlement of our dif. 
ferences with the emperor of Morocco, was prema. 
ture. 

Mr. Giaham presented a bill for the relief of the 
claimants to indemnities recovered from the British 
government for loss of slaves from on board the 
brigs Comet and Encomium, at Nassau, Bahamas. 

Mr. Linn presented a bill to indemnify major gen, 
Andrew Jackson for damages sustained in the dis. 
charge of his official duty. On motion of Mr. L, jt 
was made the order of te day for this day week, 

Mr. Benton’s resolution calling for information jp 
reference to the African squadron was taken up 
and adopted. 

The bill for the repeal of the bankrupt law, of. 
fered by Mr. Benton was taken up. Mr. Berrien 
moved its reference to the judiciary committee and 
his motion was carried by yeas 17, nays 13, and the 
senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuurspay, Dec. 8. The following additional mem. 
bers answered to their names: John Maynard, of N, 
York; Romulus M. Saunders, of North Carolina; 
Jas. A. Merriwether, of Georgia; and John Moore, 
of Louisiana. 

The resolution offered by Mr. 4dams for repeal of 
ithe 2ist rule was taken up, and the question being 
| ‘shall the main question be now taken? Mr. Jones, 
|of Virginia, moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table; decided yeas 92, nays 95, in the negative.— 
|The question then recurred, shall the main question 
| be now taken, and was decided, yeas 95, nays 100, 
iin the negative. 
| Mr. W. C. Johnson offered a resolution to rescind 
|the one hour rule. He did not think that space of 

time would be suflicient for him to present his views 
‘in relation to the assumption of state debts. Mr. 
| McKennan moved to Jay the resolution on the table 
jand by yeas 116, nays 70, his motion was carried. 

| The house adjourned till Monday next. 

| Mownpay, Dec. 12. The following members, in 
addition to those heretofore noticed, appeared this day 
|and took their seats, viz: 

Seth M. Gates and John Young, of New York; 
Isaac D. Jones and Augustus R. Sollers, of Mary- 
\land; George B. Cary, of Virginia; Thos. D. Sum- 
ter and John Campbell, of South Carolina; Edward 
|J. Black, of Georgia; Landaff W. Andrews and T. 
|F. Marshall, of Kentucky; Thomas D. Arnold, Mil- 
| ton Brown, W. B. Campbell, Robert L. Caruthers, 
| Meredith P. Gentry, and Christopher H. Williams, 
‘of Tennessee, Wm. Doan, of Ohio; James H. Cra- 
'vens, Andrew Kennedy, Henry 8S. Lane, and Da- 
vid Wallace, of Indiana; Jacob Thompson, of Miss. 
| The speaker announced the following committees: 
|  Elections—Messrs. Halstead, Blair, Barton, Bor- 
\den, Cravens, Gamble, Turney, Houston, and Rey- 
nolds. 

Ways and means—Messrs. Fillmore, Botts, Samson 
Mason, Wallace, Thomas F. Marshall, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, John W. Jones, Atherton, and Pickens. 

Claims— Messrs. Giddings, Cowen, Osborne, ‘T'om- 
linson, Warren, Hubard, Arnold, Burke, and Me- 
dill. 

Commerce—Messrs. John P. Kennedy, Winthrop, 
Toland, Childs, Rayner, Benjamin Randall, Sher- 
‘lock J. Andrews, Thomas W. Williams, and Ferris. 
| Public lands—Messrs. Morrow, Casey, ‘Truman 
i Smith, Gentry, Bronson, Howard, Brewster, Chap- 
‘man, and Jacob Thompson. 

Post office and post roads—Messrs. Briggs, Joseph 
L. Williams, Williata Russell, Brockway, Owsley, 
Hopkins, Andrew Kennedy, John G. Floyd, and 











' 
} 





Mr. Wright presented a memorial from the cham- |! Plumer. 


| ber of commerce of New York praying the establish- 
| mept of the warehousing system. 


Mir. 


| District of Columbia—Messrs. Underwood, Sutm- 


| mers, Alexander Randall, Powell, Rich. W. Thomp- 


Bayard submitted a resolution to authorise |son, John Campbell, Hunter, McKeon, and Daw- 


the secretary of the senate to employ a corps of five I son. 


reporters or less, to report the proceedings of the 


sennte. 


Mr. Tullmadge’s resolution respecting the bankrupt 


law was modified to read as follows: 


Resolved, 'That the secretary of state communicate 
with all possible despatch with the judicial officers 
of the United States who have had the execution of 
the bankrupt law, and ascertain from them the num- 
ber of applications under the act both voluntary and 
involuntary, the number of discharges, the opinions 
of the judges as to any amendments or modifications 
of the act, and such other information as he may 





Judiciary—Messrs. Barnard, Trumbull, Pearce, 
Maxwell, Milton Brown, Garret Davix, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Roosevelt, and Saunders. 

Revolutionary claims—Messrs. Hall, Patrick G. 
Goode, Triplett, Thomas J. Campbell, Maynard, 
Washington, James, Parmenter, and William OU. 
Goode. 

Public expenditures—Messrs. Ginn, Hudson, Mor- 
gan, Van Rensselaer, James W. Russell, Mitchell, 
Mark A. Cooper, Clinton, and Littlefield. 

Private land claims—Messrs. Moore, John Young, 
Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Birdseye, Payne, 





deem necessary to show the effects and operation of | Rich. D. Davis, Cross, and Harris. 


| the act, and that he repyrt to the senate from time to 
time as soon as the information shall be received. 
to his notice before adjournment at the last session, | 


The senate adjourned. 


Manufactures—Messrs. Saltonstall, Tillinghas', 
Randolph, Slade, Hunt, Henry, Allen, Gilmer, am 
Patrick C. Caldwell. 
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iculture-—Messrs. Deberry, Ridgaway, Simon- 
ton, Gustine, Doig, Shaw, John Edwards, Patridge, 
and Hastings. 

Indian affairs—Messrs. James Cooper, Chittenden, 
Butler, Rencher, Joseph L. White, Watterson, Wel- 
jer, John C. Edwards, and Gwin. . 

Military affairs—Messrs. Stanly, Pendleton, Gog- 
gin, Wm. B. Campbell, Stokely, Wm. O. Butler, 
Sollers, Miller, and John Thompson Mason. 

Militia—Messrs. Keim, Coles, Ward, Boyd, Mark 
A. Cooper, Reding, Alfred Marshall, Sweney, and 
Snyder. 

Naval affairs—Messrs. Wise, Calhoun, John C. 
Clark, Burnell, Fessenden, Rhett, Mallory, Clifford, 
and Wood. 

Foreign affairs—Messrs. Adams, Cushing, Everett, 
Granger, Shepperd, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Caru- 
thers, Meriwether, and Holmes. 

Territories—Messrs. Pope, Christopher H. Wil- 
jiams, Gates, Isaac D. Jones, Green W. Caldwell, 
Hays, Dean, Charles A. Floyd, and Black. 

Revolutionary pensions—Messrs. Taliaferro, Rod- 
ney, Staley N. Clarke, Mathiot, Landaff W. An- 
drews, Babcock, Mathews, Fornance, and William 
Smith. 


Invalid pensions—Messrs. Morris, Aycrigg, Baker, 
Gordon, Stratton, Read, Doan, Sanford, and Au- 
gustus Young. 

Roads and canals—Messrs. McKennan, Lane, John 
B. Thompson, W. W. Irwin, Sprigg, Mattocks, 
Steenrod, Daniel, and Riggs. 

Patents—Messrs. Robert McClellan, 
Gerry, Ramsey, and Arrington. 

Public buildings and grownds—Messrs. Boardman, 
Ward, Cranston, Bowne, and Sumter. 


Revisal and unfinished business—Messrs. Eastman, 
Beeson, Charles A. Floyd, Jack, and Mattocks. 

Accounts—Messrs. Marchand, Yorke, Cary, Staley 
N. Clarke, and Joseph L. Williams. 

Mileage—Messrs. ‘Thomas W. Williams, John C. 
Edwards, Westbrook, Egbert, and Black. 

The six standing committees on expenditures, 
which here follow, were heretofore appointed, and, 
by the rules of the house, remain through the con- 
gress, VIZ: 

Expenditures in the state department—Messrs. Van 
Buren, Hudson, Oliver, Brockway, and one vacancy. 

Expenditures in the treasury department—Messrs. A. 
Lawrence Foster, Samson Mason, Partridge, Isaac 
D. Jones, and James Irvin. 

Expenditures in the war department—Messrs. Mc- 
Kay, Newhard, Gamble, Reynolds, and Birdseye. 

Expenditures in the navy department—Messrs. York, 
Simonton, Borden, Alexander, H. H. Stuart, and 
Green, 

Expenditures in the post office department—Messrs. 
Lowell, Morgan, Washington, Boyd, and Lane. 

Expenditures on the public buildings—Messrs. Cave 
Johnson, Gates, Bidlack, Stokely, and Houck. 

SELECT COMMITTEES. 

Committee on the library of congress onthe part of the 
house—Messrs. Tillinghast, Aycrigg, Sumter. 

On the part of the senate—Messrs. Woodbridge, 
Tappan, and Choate. 

Committee on the national foundry—Messrs. Wilham 
Cost Johnson, Samson Mason, King, Randolph, Mal- 
lory, Hunt, Keim, Parmenter, and Cave Johnson. 

Committee on national printing office—Messrs. Wise, 
Everett, Samson Mason, Gentry, and Black. 

The motion of Mr. dains to rescind the 2st rule 
was taken up. Mr. W. C. Johnson moved to Jay the 
Whole subject on the table. Decided in the affirma- 
tive; ayes 106, noes 102. 

Mr. Filimore submitted a resolution referring the 
various sibjecis of the President’s message to ap- 
propriate committees. Mr. Cushing made an inef- 
fectual effort (100 yeas to 105 nays,) to have somuch 
thereof as related to the exchequer, to be referred 
to the committee of the whole. Mr. Fillmore’s reso- 
lution was then adopted, and the house adjourned. 


Tvespar, Dec. 13. Mr. Boils rose to a privileged 
question. He said he held in his hand a copy of the 
Albany Argus, of October 25th, which contained a 
letter signed by the hon. J. C. Spencer, a distin- 
guished member of another branch of the govern- 
ment, viz. the secretary of war. This letter was, 

€ believed, furnished mainly asa general defence 
of the administration, but particuiarly asa justifica- 
lion of the somersets he, the secretary, had recent- 
y turned, and which had gained him an envious dis- 
linction among the harlequins of the political stage. 

Ir. B. referred to the paragraphs of the letter to 
Which he desired to call the attention of the house. 

twasin substance an allegation that after the veto 
of the first bank bill at the extra session, the whig 
Majority of the house proposed to the president that 

¢y would consent to postpone the consideration of 

‘© second bank bill tillthe next session, provided 





Cranston, 





he would promise not to dismiss any member of his 


then cabinet. This Mr. B. denounced as a vile ca- 
Jumny on the majority of the members of the house. 
After some discussion Mr. B. reduced his proposi- 
tion to writing ia the shape of a resolution, demand- 
ing the appointment of a committee to enquire into 
the truth of the allegation. 

Mr. Wise contended that no question of privilege 
was involved. 


Mr. Fessenden moved to lay the whole matter on 
the table. Negatived, yeas 86, nays 99. 

The question was’ then, ‘‘will the house receive 
the resolution as a privileged question?” Negatived, 
yeas 85, nays 106. So the matter was not enter- 
tained as one of the privileges, but Mr. Botts said he 
considered the house as repelling the charge, by thus 
refusing to entertain it. 


Mr. Underwood. said he had voted against the re- 
ception of the resolution of Mr. Botts, as a question 
of privilege, but he desired the resolution might be 
entertained in another aspect. If any member had 
been guilty of attempting to tamper with an officer 
of government, he for one, desired it might be 
known. He therefore moved a suspension of the 
rules, in order that the resolution, asking a commit- 
tee, might be entertained. The motion to suspend 
failed, yeas 109, nays 78—not two-thirds. 


Mr. Underwood moved a suspension of the rules to 
enable Mr. Everett to introduce a bill for the repeal 
of the bankrupt law. The motion prevailed and the 
bill was introduced, read twice, and made the spe- 
cial order for Tuesday next. 

[It is in the following terms, and the action of both 
branches of congress indicates the probability that 
the bankrupt law will be repealed:] 

A bill to repeal the bankrupt act. Be it enacted, 
&c., Thatan act entitled ‘*An act to establish a uni- 
form system of bankruptcy throughout the United 


pealed: Provided, That this act shall not affect any 


case or proceeding in bankruptcy commenced before | 
the 5th of December, 1842, or any pains, penalties, | 


or forfeitures incurred under said act. 
Numerous communications from the departments, 


in answer to resolutions of the last session, were pre- | 


sented and referred, and the house then adjourned. 


Wepnespay, Dec. 14. The speaker announced the 
following members as composing the committee on 
enrolled bills: 
of New Hampshire; W. Goode, of Ohio. 

Mr. Fillmore, on leave given, reported from the 
committee on ways and means, a bill of the follow- 
ing title: “A bill making appropriations for the civil 


‘and diplomatic expenses of the government for tlie | 
half calendar year, ending the 30th day of June, | 


1843.”—Committed to the committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. Briggs, the house proceeded to | 


the election of chaplain. 

Mr. Tiffany, Episcopalian, was nominated by Mr. 
Browne; Mr. Reese, Methodist Protestant, by Mr. 
Henry; Mr. Miller, Lutheran, by Mr. J. Cooper; Mr. 


Sutherland, Methodist, by Mr. Pearce; Mr. Clayton, | 
Methodist, by Mr. Mallory; Mr. Maffitt, Methodist, | 


by Mr. -?rnold; Mr. Collins, Methodist, by Mr. Bar- 
ton; and Mr. Bulfinch, Unitarian, by Mr. Hudson. 


The house proceeded to vote viva voce, and on the | 


second ballot, Rev. Mr. Tiffany having reeeived 119 
votes, being a majority of the whole number (198) 
polled, was declared to have been duly elected chap- 
lain to this house. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Fillmore, the speaker laid 


before the house the following message from the 


president of the United States: 
Wasuinecton, December 14, 1842. 
To the house of representatives: 
Two bills were presented to me at the last session 
of congress, which originated in the house of repre- 
sentatives, neither of which was signed by me, and 


both having been presented within ten days of the | 


close of the session, neither has become a law. 


The first of these was a bill entitled “An act to re- | 


peal the proviso of the sixth section of the act enti- 
tled an act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales 


of the public lands and to grant pre-emption rights, | 


approved September 4th, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-one.” 


This bill was presented to me on Tuesday, the 30th 
August, at twenty-four minutes after four o’clock in 
the afternoon. For my opinions relative to the pro- 
visions contained in this bill, it is only necessary that 
I should refer to previous communications made by 
me to the house of representatives. 

The other bill was entitled **An act regulating the 
taking of testimony in cases of contested elections, 
and for other purposes.” This bill was presented to 
me at a quarter past one o’clock on Wednesday, the 
3ist day of August. The two houses, by concurrent 


| vote, had already agreed to terminate the session by 


Mr. James Irvin, of Ohio, Mr. Burke, | 





,adjournment at two o’clock on that day; that is to 
say, within three quarters of an hour from the time 
the bill was placed in my hands, It was a bill con- 
taining twenty-seven sections, and, lL need not say, of 
‘an important nature. 

| On its presentment to me, its reading was imme- 
diately commenced, but was interrupted by so many 
‘communications from the senate, and so many other 
| causes operating at the last hour of the session, that 
it was impossible to read the bill understandingly, 
and with proper deliberation, before the hour fixed 
for the adjournment of the two houses; and this, I 
presume, 1s a sufficient reason for neither signing the 
bill nor returning it with my objections. 

The 17th joint rule of the two houses of congress 
declares that ‘no bill or resolution that shall have 
passed the house of representatives and the senate 
shall be presented to the president of the United 
States for his approbation on the last day of the ses- 
| Sion.” 


| 


| This rule was evidently designed to give to the 
‘president a reasonable opportunity of perusing im- 
portant acts of congress, and giving them some de- 
igree of consideration, before signing or returning 
, the same. 

it is true that the two houses have been in the habit 
of suspending this rule, towards the close of the ses- 
sion, in relation to particular bills; and it appears by 


the printed journal, that, by concurrent votes of the 
, two houses, passed on the last day of the session, the 
irule was agreed to be suspended so far as the same 
should relate to all such bills as should have been 
passed by the two houses at one o’clock on that day. 
|it is exceedingly to be regretted that a necessity 
should ever exist for such suspension, in the case of 
bills of great importance, and therefore demanding 
| careful consideration. 

As the bill has failed under the provisions of the 
,constitution to become a law, I abstain from express- 
ing any opinions upon its several provisions, keeping 
myself wholly uncommitted as to my uitimate action 
/on any similar measure, should the house think pro- 
per to originate it de novo, except so far as my opinion 
of the unqualified power of each house to decide for 
itself upon the election returns and qualifications of 
iis own members, has been expressed by me in a pa- 
per lodged in the department of state at the time of 
signing an act entitled ‘tan act for the apportionment 
of representatives among the several states according 
‘to the sixth census, approved June the twenty-second, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two,” a copy of which is 
in possession of the house. JOHN TYLER. 

‘The message having been read— 

Mr. Fillmore rose and said that, as he presumed 
the message dic not require commitment, he would 
/move that it be laid on the table and printed. Which 
‘motion was agreed to. 


| 
} 


States,” approved on the 19th August, 1841, be re-| 


Mr. Briggs moved that the house proceed to the 
consideration of the resolution heretofore submitted 
by him to amend the joint rule of the two houses by 
striking out the word “spirituous” and insert the 
word “intoxicating.” 

The rule as it now stands is in the following words: 

‘19. No spirituous liquors shall be oifered for sale, 
or exhibited within the capitol, or on the public 
grounds adjacent thereto. 

Mr. Weller objected. 

Mr. Briggs moved that the rules of the house be 
suspended tor the purpose of considering the said re- 
solution, and the yeas and nays being taken, were yeas 

125, nays 52. 

| So two thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
vere suspended. And the resolution of Mr. Briggs 
| being now before the house— _ 

| Mr. .dycrigg moved to amend it by adding thereto 
'the words ‘:and that the restaurateurs be torthwith 
‘removed from the capitol.” The amendment was 
assented to, and the resolution as amended, after 
‘some consideration was adopted. 

Mr. Triplett offered a resolution which was adopted 
lin the following form: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this house, as soon 
as conveniently may be if not incompatible with the 
public interest, the communications to him from our 
ministers at Berlin and Vienna, subsequent to the 
‘last communication sent to this house, on the subject 
of the trade and commerce between their respective 
‘countries and the United States. 

Various private petitions were presented. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, submitted on leave, a 
resolution of Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, providing 
for the appointment of a select committee on the sub- 
ject of international copyright, was so modified as to 
extend the jurisdiction of the committee to an ingui- 
ry into the propriety of amendments generally to 
| the existing law of copyright. 

| ‘The house adjourned. 
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AtTmosPHERIC Rariways. Stationary engtnes ata dis- 
tance of about three miles apart, there is reason to be- 
lieve, by means of a line of pipe placed upon the frame 
work which suppor's the iron rails, way be made by at- 
mvuspheric pressure to communicate adequate power to 
propel cars, so as to substituie the present steam locomo- 
tives. Clogg and Samunda, the inventors, have nad a 
model of sich a construction in operation, publicly exhi- 
bited at Wormweod Shrubs, West Landon rail way, for 
eightcen months past, and so satisfactory has been the 
result that it is beginning to attract serious attention. An 
able article written by Mr. Pim, treasurer of the Dublin 
and Kingston railway, addressed to the board of trade, 
was on motion of the earl of Ripon, referred to lievten- 
ant colonel Smith, of the royal engineers, and Professor 
Barlow, who proceeded to examine and report thereon.— 
They declare that they consider “the principle of atmos- 
pherie propulsion as established: the economy of working 
Hicreases with the length and diameter of the tube.”— 


The expense of construction will be httle less—but sta- | 


tionary engines much greater than the present method— 


the expense vf working will be less than with locomotives | 


where many trains are to be moved, but more, if but 
few trains. For safety they will be preferable. 

Any desirable speed seems attainable by this means. 

According to our notion, this method may be applied 
with great advantage instead of horses, for passing cars 
through eities, where locomotives are not admitted. 

A main tube of eighteen inches internal diameter 
will receive a piston of two hundred and forty-four super- 
ficial incbes area. It is proposed to produce an atmos- 





| 


Mr. Watsun was a native of Massachusetts, and is widely 
known, beth in that state and this, as a warm friend of 
Agricultural Associations, which have been of such signal 
service to the cause of Industry. 


Duvet cask. It appears that the indictments against 
Marshall and Webb, have been ignored by the grand 
juries of bo:h Delaware county, Pa, and Newtastle co. 
Del., neither jury being able to decide that the duel was 
ume in “said”? county—it having been fought across 
the line. 


Execrioss. Writs of election bave been issned by the 
Governor of Maryland to take place un the 2d January, 
to supply the vacancy in congress occasioned by the 
death of S. Wituiams, esq. of Harford county. 


T’he Boston municipal election came off on the 12th 
inst. ‘The vote for mayer stood Brimmer, (whig) 5,081; 
Sumner, (V. B.) 2,288; scattering 732. Thirty-two whigs 
and nine Van Buren elected to the common council. 

U.S. Senator. Dr. Lynn has been re-elected with: 
out Opposition, senator of the U. States by the legislature 
of Missouri, for six years from the 4th March next. He 
received 119 out of 129 votes. 


_ The legislature of North Carolina, at the last dates 
from Raleigh, were balloting tor a U. S. Senator—with- 
out having effected a chuice. ‘The vote stood, 


Ist 2d 3d 
Bedford Brown, (V. B.) 55 55 56 
R. M. Saunders, (Calhoun,) 36 35 37 
W. A. Graham, (whig) 70 68 68 


Expresses. The progressive velocity acquired in 
transportation in this country, is annually tested by time- 
ing the transmissicn of the president’s message. The 


pherie pressure equal toeight pound per square inch— | jast messave was 1h.2m. in passing from the capitol to 


2,032 pounds tractive force—capable of propelling a train | 


weighing forty-five tons at arate of thirty miles an hour, 


up an acclivity of one in one hundred, or fifty-tliree feet | 


per mile. 

Suppose a common pencil case to be the tube—the 
apparatus which shdes up and down to move the penci 
represents the operation by which the cars are propelled; 
vaives of course are used. 


_Banxrvrts. ts in. 
givenin the Law Reporter of December, is 1,077. 


Corton. 
sas, are said to be of excellent quality. 

CoNFLAGRATION IN ARKANSAS, 
was a great fire of ragsin Little Rock, Arkansas. 
amount destroyed was as follows: 


The number of bankrupts in Illinois as 


The crops in the Washita district, Arkan- 53 seconds per mile. 


On the 14th ult. there 
The | 


Redeemed bills, Columbia branch real estate bank 





« of Arkansas, $133 835 

“i Helena, 49 150 

ao Principal bank, 16,235 
Blank impressions, 2,296,330 
(J »urna)) $2,486,600 


A coNvVENTION of merchants, ship owners, ship build- 
ers, and others, in New England, interested in Amer'- 
can mercantile navigation, will be heid in Boston on the 
27:h of December, to take into consideration the pros- 
pecisof mercantile navigation, with especial reference 
io the commercial treaty between this and foreign go- 
vernments. All persons in Massachusetts, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Riode Island, and Connecticut, 
interested in American mervaniile navigation, are in- 
vited to attend. 

GENERAL Cass, is warmly greeted by his countrymen. 
A large number of the citizens of N. York, waited upon 
him on the Mth inst. at the governor’s room, politely ten- 
dered to him for the occasion. 


ment he was reccived with three hearty cheers. An in 


vitation to mect his fellow citizens of Boston, at Fanueil 


hall was tendered, but courteously declined as he had 
inade arrangements precluding delay. 

Hevry Ciay is on his way to visit some of his per- 
sonal friends in Louisiana. Every de:monstration of re- 
spect is accorded to him on his route. 
community without respect to party. 


Ds ta Purssance AMERICAINE. 


each, with the above title in press, 


On eniering the apart- 


At Natchez, for 
instance, he was received and welcomed by the whoie 


Major Poussin, we 
are told by the Paris correspondent of the National In- 
telligencer, has two octavo volumes of 8 or 900 pages 
“treating, in detail, of 


| 





the origin, institutions, political spirits, resources—agri- | 


cultural, commercial, indusirial, and miulitary,—of the 


American Union. He has provided a rich fund of fact 
and reflection for Murope.” 


Deatus during the last week in N. York 1283, of which 
33 were under | year of age, and 23 died of consump- 
In Philadelphia, 89,of whom 18 were under 1 
In Balti- 


more 37, of which 12 were under 1 year, 11 were f:ee 


tion. ; 
yearof age—and 10 died of consumpuon, 


colored, 2 slaves. 


In Washington, D. C., twenty-one deaths only are re- 


ported forthe imonth of November. 


The Arkansas Iitelligencer of the 11th ultimo, men- 
tions tbe death of ex-governor Montfort Stokes, of N. 
le died at Fort Gibson, Arkansas, on the 
; He had filled 
many important offices, and at the ume of his death was 


Carolina. 


4: uliimo,in the 82d yearof his age. 


. : ' 
dina it for the Cherokees. 
Lient. Juin W. Core, ifthe U. S navy, cred in Phi 


; , ; -% 
th) ist Week 2G Was | red on Friday wit: 


mdeltpt 
hiary hiv 


boot 
Elkanah 


Ini- 


Baltimore; 2h. 27m. to Havre de Grace; 3h. 50m. to 
Wilmington; 4h. 57m. to Philadelphia; 7h. 57m. to N. 
Brunswick, 8h. 57m. to Jersey City, and 9h. 12m. to the 
N. York post office. It reached Boston on Thursday 
night. 

Going westward, it passed on the rail road to Cum- 
berland, 210 miles from Washington,in 6h. 27m. or, 
from the Relay House to Harper’s Ferry in 2h. 47m. and 
thence to Cumberland in 3h. 3m., including 24 minutes 
at the final stopping places,—reducing the running time 
to Sh. 26m. being an average of about one minute and 
From Cumberland it went on to 
Wheeling by an express from Stockton’s mail line, 
reaching Wheeling in 23h. 15m. from Washington. 

From Wheeling it reached Cincinnati in 29 hours. 


FLour,in consequence of the close of the canals, 
had advanced in the city of N. York, caught as it was 
supposed without an adequate supply to $4 75, In Phi- 
lade!lphia it got up to $4 50,—and in Baltimore to 


$4 373; has somewhat subsided since, though not deci- | 


sively. The inspections of last week in Baltimore a- 
mounted to 11,545 bbis. and 949 half bbls. 


Fires. Mooresville, Indiana, having 50 houses and a 
population of 600, was almost destroyed by fire on the 
night of the 29:h ult. 


Inpiana. The legislature assembled on the 12th inst. 
T. bD. Walpole, was clected president of the se- 


nate, by a majority of 6 votes; and T. Z. Henry (V. 
B.) speaker ot the house bya majority of 9 votes. Go- 
vernor Bigger in his message scouts the idea of repudia- 
tion, 


Manrrrace License. The clerk of the county court of 
Dailas, Alabama, has been fined 3500 for having issued 


a marriage license toa young man to marry the daughter | 


(aged 12 or 14 years) of Mr. Beal. 


No GOVERNMENT AND WomMan’s RicuTs ParntTy.—A 
convention of men and women # few days ago, in Bos- 
ton, passed the following resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the assumption of authority by man 
over man, tn the form of human governments, is a usurpa- 


tion of the prerogative ei our creator, and a gross impo- | 


sition upon the human family, which far transcends in 
wickedness any of the acts of violence and wrong which 
such governments are instituted to punish. 

Resolved. That the use of the elective franchise, under 
the constitution of the United States, involves the sacri- 
fice of our common humanity, and the rejection Of the 
gospel of peace. 

Resolved, ‘That the constitution of the United States, 
and the const 
ing to the demoeratic theory of goverument, and the de- 
claration of American Inagependence, are based on usur- 
pation, inasmuch as they proscribe oue half of the people 
on account of their sex from the exercise and enjoyment 
of what are called civil and political rights; and, conse- 
ge itly, that Whoever votes to sustain those instruments, 
votes to uphold and perpetua’e an atrocious despotism, 


Prices. Between abundance on one hand, and scar- 
city of money on the other, prices of produce in the 
west ure at lowebb. In Cachocton co., Ohio, corn is 
selling at 12}, oats 10, and wheat 40 cents per bushel. 
Hogs and beef one cent per pound. 

At Cincinnati purk is selling at $1 50 to $1 75 and 
beef at one cent per pound. 

In the Baltimore market pork brings $3 75a$4 00. 


PHILADELTUIA IMPROVEMENTS. The number of build. 





lings erected from the 2!st February to 1st December, 
| 1842. amounts to 275. 
i 


Paitapenpatsa. Sheriff. Governor Porter has ap- 


Watson, Esq. died on Monday, the 7th at] pointed his son Wim. A. Porter, sheriff of the city, in 


hig residence in Port Kent, Essex Co., N. Y. aged 86.—! place of H. Morris, esq., deceased. 








stitution of every state in the Union, accord- | 


Sacs anp Foxes. A deputation trom those tribes of 
Indians have reached Washington. 


ScaTreraTion PARTY. The Massachusetts people talk 
of forming a third party, in hopes of electing Mr. Sea; 
tering, Governor. In one of the towns at their late tie. 
ag Shee vote stood whig 10; Van Buren 10; Scatter. 
ing 10. 


Steam Boat items. The dangers of the deep broag 
sea, as feartully illustrated in accounts whereby we hay 
had of recent shipwrecks and distress, have parallel 
disasters in our inland navigation. Every week farn- 
ishes its melancholy list of steamboats lost in Various 
ways. The following casualiies have been ascertaine, 
since our last— 

The steamboat Saratoga was sunk in the Mississipp; 
last week. Passengers and baggage saved—boat anq 
cargo lost. 

The Patrick Henry bound up with a cargo of suogy 
struck a snag on the 24th ult. six miles above Memphis: 
she made shoal water, and her hull will probably be gay. 
ed—cargo ruined. 


The Iris, from Nashville, sunk at Eddyville, on the 
Cumberland river. The hull a total loss. 

‘The Tioga, on her passage down from St. Louis struck 
a snag, and had all pumps going when last heard of. 

The Fume in a similar plight reached Cape Girardeay 
and landed her passengers and cargo. 

The Boston struck two snags on her route from Cin. 
cinnati to St. Louis, with partial injury, but the third one 
three miles above Cape Girardeau, was fatal. She filled 
and sunk in twenty-five feet water. No lives lost. 

The Scioto Belle snagged and much injured. 

The Rialto was snagged about thirty miles from Lit- 
tle aaa and sunk. Boat lost,and cargo much dan. 
aged. 


Stocks. On the 10th instant $480,000 Massachuseits 
state fives sold at auctiun at from 843 to 87. 
. New York state sevens 1035; city fives, 1054; state 
sixes 964; Kemwucky bonds 78; Ohio sixes 75; Illinois 
sixes 19; Indiana bonds 20; United States bank of Pean.- 
sylvania 15. 


Tue Massacuusetts Western Rait Roan, have ad- 
vertised for sale £100,000 of Massachusetts siate stocks, 
bearing five per cent interest, payable semi-annually,and 
redeemable in London in 1871. The certificates are in 
the form of bonds, coupons attached. The western rail 
road has cost $7,500,000 alréady, of which $3,000,000 
was individual subscriptions, and $4,500,000 the pro- 
ceeds of stute stocks, similar to that now offered for sale, 
which forms the balance of the whole loan of $5,000,000 
of state credit, and will raise the cost of the rail road to 
$3,000,000. 


Toxpacco. Our Jast remarks and quotations would 
equally apply at present—better descriptions of Mary- 
land are in request at fair prices; other qualities dull.— 
|The inspections of last week in Baltimore coasisied of 
320 hhd. Maryland, and 46 of Ohio. 

Twenty or thirty hogsheads of Missouri tobacco, quite 
a new article in the Baltimore market, is quoted at $5 50 
}a $6 50... It is possible that considerable quantities will 
| take this direction in future; via, the Baltimore and Ohio 
| rail road, instead of going to New Orleans, It isde- 

scribed asa dark heavy, fat tobacco, precisely like Va. 
| tobacco and weighing 1.500 pounds to the hogsiead. 








Tuanxkseoivinc in Massacuuserrs. This day wasa 
great day in Massachusetis. It is estimated that at least 
two hundred matiages took place between sunrise and 
‘sunset. In the single town of Ware, nine weddings 
' came off. . 
| There were 188,052 lbs.. or about 94 tons of turkies, 
'chickens, &c. brought from Rhode Island to Boston, 
(on the Boston and Providence Railroad, about thanks 

giving time. ‘Tis poultry sold for-125 cents per pound 
lor $23,596,37. 


TRANSPORTATION. Steerage passengers in the packe's 
ifrom New York to New Orleans, are carried tor three 
| dollars—distance 1600 miles. 


Tue Yevtitow Fever was prevailing severely in_ Se 
' veral of the West Indies Islands at the latest daies from 
ithence. Barbadoes, Trinidad, St. Lucia, @id Antgua 
were suffering from this scourge. 


Wurat felt the influence of the advance of flour of 
course. In the Baliimore market good Maryland red 
went off at 55 to 92. Some 3,200 bushels of Pennsyiva 
nia red brought 93. 


WesTERN Armory. The western papers contain * 
statement that the commissioners appointed to select@ 
site for a Western Armory. have reported in favor 0! o 
Fort Massac, on the Ohio river, in Lilinois. ssi, 

This place is situated on the Ohio river, on the Iilinos 
side, fifty miles above the mouth, and nine miles below 
the mouth of the ‘Tennessee. 

Massac was selected by the French, at a very ©". 
period, as a place for a fortification, and was occuple’ 
as such until the capture of Kaskaskia by Gen. George 
Rogers Clarke. Afierwards, a new and larger fort W® 
erec'ed by the United States, which was oceupied unt 
some time afier the late war. It has ever been deem 


arly 


. ° > . 2 { { t 
congress passed an act {still in force,’ making it 4 P ag 
delivery for the whole Wabash and Mississippi coum y: 
Macsae is as healthy, we believe, as any point on Ne’. 


; * bod immedi: 
it is accessible at ali tines, and is situated 1m Ten 





ver. 


ately at the foot of the iron ore regions of Kentucky, 
| nessee and Llinois. 


‘ : : . s lide 
a most eligible and commanding point. As early as 1799, 
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